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‘DUBIOUS MORALITY’ 





Bans On Comic Baoks 
And Novels Discussed 


AUSTIN 


Some kind of censorship of comic books and possibly of 
full-length books found by juries to be lewd or depraved will 
be proposed to the Texas House of Representatives before 


long. 


A House committee worked late one night last week on 


two measures, one of which 
display of a “lewd, depraved, 


Work To Begin 
On Toll Road 


Turnpikes To Connect 


Four Largest Cities 
DALLAS 

Construction starts next week on 
the first of two modern turnpikes 
that will connect the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area with San Antonio and 
Houston. 

Both roads will be financed 
through the sale of revenue bonds 
and will be given to the State of | 
Texas when the tolls have paid off 
the costs of the private companies 
that are to build them. 

Roy Baker, president of the Sam 
Houston Turnpike Corporation, an- 
nounced in Houston that Allen & 
Co., New York, and Scherck Rich- 
ter, Inc., St. Louis, have contracted 
to underwrite the $46 million in 
bonds that will be required for the 
Dallas-Waco segment of the Dallas- 
San Antonio turnpike. 

Total cost of the super highway 
for the 246-mile route will be $140 
million. Tentatively, the toll for | 
going one way between Dallas and | 
San Antonio will be about $3.30. 

A 50-foot-wide middle strip will 
separate the traffic streams. The 
roadways will be 24 feet wide on 
each side of the strip. There will be 
no cross traffic, stop signals, or re- 
duced speed zones, and there will 
be only five junction points be- 
tween Dallas and Waco. The speed 
limit has not been announced. 

The Dallas-Waco segment will be 
ready for use in about 18 months, 
and the entire turnpike in about 
24 months. The Dallas-Houston 
turnpike construction plans have 





makes the writing, sale, or 
or corruptive comic book”’ a 
misdemeanor and the other includes 
books for the first time in present 
law prohibiting the writing or sale 
of any newspaper, pamphlet, 
magazine found to be of dubious 
morality. 

Novels would definitely be in- 
cluded, Rep. Grainger MclIlhaney of 
Wheeler and Rep. Aaron Schwartz 
of Galveston, co-authors, told the 
House committee. 

Enforcement, MclIlhaney 
would be up to local officials, with 
decisions on acceptability of books 
and other material resting with jur- 
ies. Schwartz conceded some juries 
would ban books which other jur- 
ies would approve, but he thought 
that “local mores” should be con- 
trolling in any event. 


The committee directed a sub- 


| committee to re-write the two bills 


into one proposal that would avoid 
some of the difficulties about free- 
dom of the press which were de+ 
veloped during the hearing. 

The book bill would make it a 
misdemeanor to write, sell, or dis- 
seminate any book “devoted mainly 

. to .. . scandals, whoring, lech- 
ery, assignations, intrigue between 

(Continued on page 8) 


Fort Worth Fails To Pass 
‘Social Hygiene’ Survey 


FORT WORTH 

Fort Worth has been weighed in 
the balance and found “unsatisfac- 
tory” by the American Social Hy- 
giene Association. 

Howard M. Slutes, regional rep- 
resentative of the association, has 
announced that Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County have been rated 
unsatisfactory because of the ex- 
tent of prostitution that was indi- 
cated during an investigation by 
the association last month. 

The police chief and the sheriff, 
Cato Hightower and Harlon Wright, 
respectively, have been advised of 
the whereabouts of the vice, Slutes 








not yet been announced. 


said. 


or | 


~ Don't Run From Fight 


said, 


“There are various ways,’ 





| broke the 
| story here 


veterans’ land scandal 
after only a few years’ 
experience as a newspaperman. 
Working closely with DeWitt 
County Attorney Wiley Cheatham, 
R. K. Towery wrote the first stories 


gram and published them last No- | 
vember in the newspaper he edits, 
The Cuero Record. 

Towery, his wife, and their young 
son live in a modern five-room 
house at the end of a dirt road a 
few miles out from Cuero. He 
moved to Texas from Mississippi 
while he was young, then studied 
soil chemistry at Texas A&M. Dur- 
ing the war he was imprisoned on 
Corregidor. Four or five years ago 
he became a cub reporter on the 
Record. He went back to schoo] for 


ship. 

Late last year he began hearing 
about the mulcting of veterans in 
DeWitt County under the state pro- 
gram that lets them buy small 
farms on cheap long-term credit. 
One of the first tales he heard was 
that some of the town’s elite had 
taken a group of Negroes out to 
the Country Club, dined them, and 
then “talked land, just land.” 
Stories began turning up, too, that 
veterans had signed papers of pur- 


buying land. 


In November, Towery started a/ton, its diversions, 
|its apparent 


series of articles on how to make 





money out of the veterans’ land 


’ the state auditor said, “th 
“But the various ways are a puzzling maze; we don’t kn 
So (a mite rephrased) said state bookkeeping boss C 

the veterans’ land scandals entered their fourth month 


CUERO | program 
A 32-year-old Mississippian who | hypothetical 
studied soil chemistry in college | became more 


about the abuses of the land i 


a while, then accepted the editor- | 


By RONNIE DUGGER 
Editor, The Texas Observer 
EDI? 


H 


~ Says Editor Who Didn't - 


by sharp tradir 
corporatior 
specific. H 
| Austin, interviewed Bas 
|duly reported Giles’s 
| that the charges he was | 
were “mostly politics” 
|went to the Travis C 
records and started checl 
(Continued on 


Galveston Seeks 
Missing $16,820 


GALVE 

Missing funds amountir 
least $16,820 are the 
current grand jury 
here. 

The $16,820 sum covers 
of only eight months. The 
|missing from the city 
partment. 

Three members of the gr 
were reported threatened 
death last week unless the 
turns no indictments. A Gz 
News reporter, Mrs. Ter 
Leod, said she was also thr 
after writing a story 


page 





subdject 


investigat 





; threats to the jurors. 


Marshall McNeel, Jr., wa 


| missioner, has stated that 


chase without knowing they were | 


is sufficient for the returr 
dictments. 


* 


(This newspaper 


is I 


|ing a report on the City 


| 


its offici 
immunity 
laws of Texas.) 





RG, 
butter may be fed to a cat. 


We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see tt. 





5 Hidalgo Land Deals 
Involve Half Million 


McALLEN, and AUSTIN 


w how the kitty got fat.” 
ivness to this newspaper as 


Attorney General, John Ben 
epperd, said hopefully two weeks 


that “the end is in sight,” but 
Phillips, the Senator who 
ted as a Capitol elevator boy 
now riding the land story 
for the Governor's chair, 
it the “biggest and worst 
this State has ever experi- 
ed” in an interview with this 
spaper 


is clear now that a large num- 
of block deals under the $100 


program have not yet been 


publicly. 
Hide algo County alone, a check 
the new county courthouse by 
Texas Observer turned up 


group deals involving 49 vet- 
» deals in that county involved 
and about $340,000. Two other 


Corbin To Elaborate 


On Charge About Acers 
AUSTIN 
Senator Kilmer Corbin of Lub- 
ck will elaborate this week on 
his charges that Maurice Acers, 
xecutive secretary to the Gov- 
2rnor, has conducted private bus- 
iness matters out of the Govern- 
or’s office. 
He will introduce a resolution 
the Senate pursuant to his 
resolution, which called for 
inquiry into the letting of 
tate printing contracts, certain 
up land deals, and the Acers 
harge 





[irst 





for about $150,000 with 
about 30 veterans, it is understood. 
This newspaper learned in Mc- 
Allen that San Antonio promoters 
f the $2,000,000, 150-veteran Hi- 


ntracts 


lalg County “Melado” land deal 
was not approved conferred 
Governor Shivers, Shepperd, 


Land Commissioner Bas- 
Giles about the deal, probably 
e summer of 1954. 

(Continued on page 4) 


then 





Check Coast’s Bottle Clubs, PR Man Suggests 


Corpus Christi Correspondent 
The Texas Observer 
CORPUS CHRIST! 

In a rapid, methodical succession, 
Cash Asher, promotion director for 
the north end of Padre Island, the 
“primitive playground” of the 
Texas Gulf Coast, lost in the past 
few weeks ail three of his positions 
“because of politics.” 

Citing “economy reasons,” the 
Port Aransas Causeway, the Padre 
Island Park Board, and the Padre 
Island Causeway Board dropped 
Asher from their payrolls, one by 
one, barely a week apart. He was 
publicity director for all three 
groups. 

“But,” said Asher in an exclusive 
interview, “I lost my job primarily 
because I am a Democrat and 
worked for Yarborough.” 

While being booted out, Asher 
took a swing at law enforcement, 
calling the Islands “a modern Bar- 
bary coast,” and at county finances 
and officials, terming them highly 
inefficient. 

Whatever the reasons for Asher’s 
dismissal, they point away from 
economy. He received only $300 per 
month for all three positions, just 
$60 more than County Judge John 





Young pays the typist in his office, Another irritating factor was aj|the island,” as he told 
from causeway funds, to handle his|social slip-up at Port Aransas, ; Christi Caller 
causeway business. | where a new road down Mustang After an investigatior 


Also, even though Asher’s work 


Island connects with the old Port 


Nueces county Sheriff O 


in the last four years has made Aransas Causeway, originally the | reported he found no 


Padre Island one of the best known 
playgrounds in the country, he was 
dismissed without one word 
public appreciation from his em- 
ployers. Padre Island causeway of- 
ficials expect the one millionth car 
to pass the toll gate within the next 
few days, an amazing total for a 
road that was opened only in the 
middle of 1950 and for an Island 
that was previously almost the pri- 
vate playground of local residents. 
The number of cars tolled has in- 
creased by at least 30,000 each year 
since Asher was hired. 

Asher believes that his political 
activities aggravated county offi- 
cials, who either “sat on the fence” 
or were Shivercrats. Asher was 
Stevenson publicity chairman for 
this Congressional district during 
the presidential campaign and pub- 
licity chairman for Yarborough in 
the last state election. (The district 
went for Stevenson and the county 
for Yarborough.) Asher’s wife is 
president of the year-old County 


of 





Democratic Women’s Club. 


only convenient passage to the con- | 
necting islands. The major of Port 
Aransas was omitted from the 


| had, 
| zenry wouldn't have 


guest invitation list for the opening | 


ceremonies of the Mustang Island 
Highway. The small town’s inhabi- 
tants were, mildly put, displeased 


tions at Port Aransas. E\ 
it is quite possible 
bee 
aroused. 

“Port Aransas is as sep 


| Nueces County as an is 


South Seas, but it has bee 


“I was blamed for the oversight, | like a favorite child.’ 


but actually 
with it,” said Asher. “I made 
promotion arrangements, while the 
invitations were in the hands of the 
county officials.” 


The one invitation Asher did ex- 
tend was very strongly opposed by 


county officials. It was to John 
Tompkins, developer of the lower 
end of the Island, as banquet 
speaker. 


When the third and last dismis- 
sal, from the Padre Island Cause- 
way Board, was announced, Asher 
hit back with a _ suggestion that 
“there should be an investigation 
of the bottle clubs and wide open 
gambling from Port Aransas to the 
southern end of Nueces County on 


I had nothing to do} 
the | 


What the former promot 
|had to comment about C 


| nances might perk up 
| however. 


| Nueces County,” 
| cally. 





“Nobody has made r 
consistently than the F 
he 
“The county has spent 
half million dollars at G 
(the developed area of n 
Island), and all they ha. 
for it is a wooden pier 
lot, a shower room, and ar 


stated 


The museum building, 
meant for administration 
until Asher and his wife conve 
it into a beachcomber’s museu! 

Asher particularly attacked 
action of the Commissioner’s C 


thousands of dollars 
for improvement and 
of Padre Island. 
‘hey claimed that such expendi- 
would not increase tax pay- 
in Nueces County, but every 
rty owner will be assessed for 
arter of a century to pay for 
he said. “Expenditures of 
magnitude by politicians with- 
approval puts govern- 
in jeopardy.” 
re than $2 million has been 
assigned for spending in 
County through warrants 
it popular vote. In an editor- 
bruary 6, the Corpus Christi 
-Times chided the county for 
and gave support to a 
by Sen. William 
voters a_ better 
against a 


wing 
ints 


ance 


UDC 


or 


Ces 


ig tnis 
troduced 
Shireman, giving 
ance at petitioning - 
rrant sale.) 
Asher, who came to Corpus 
Christi seven years ago on the sug- 
stion of a friend and stayed, is 
w writing a book about Padre 


The 


ature, 


theme — man’s conflict with 
and the ability of the Island 
to defeat every effort to commer- 
cialize it for the past four cen- 
turies 








Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art. 
JEFFERSON 


Shee Public Colleges 


Why are so many people angry about the Governor's plan 
to double the tuition rate that college students have to pay 
in Texas? , 

We think there are three reasons. 

_In the first place, this Nation has now advanced suffi- 
ciently in abundance, in liberality, and in the general distri- 
bution of education to extend the principle of free public 
schools to the university level. 

It is now the right of every person capable of absorbing 
a college education in America to go to college, whether he 
is the son or daughter of a banker or a day laborer. 

Doubling the college tuition rate reduces the chances of 
some, and makes it harder for many others to go to college. 
It is against the trend in free public education and is to be 
condemned. College tuitions at state-supported institutions 
should be abolished, not increased. 

In the second place, many of us would feel less strongly 
about the doubled college rate if the industrial elements of 
our state were carrving their fair share of the taxes. 

Governor Shivers is pushing the hiked college fees be- 
cause he figures if he doesn’t tax the people, he'll have to 
tax the corporations, and since most of his friends are cor- 
poration executives or Republicans he doesn’t want to do 
that. 

More money is needed to finance the necessarv services of 
the State, but rather than face a fight with the natural 
resources developers and the other undertaxed corporations, 
as honest men dedicated to the people would and should. a 
lot of the legislators pick on college students, instead. The 
cigarette, gasoline, and beer sales taxes are all subject to | 
the same criticism: they tax the consumers, who alreadv | 
pay more than their share of state taxes. “4 

The third reason is the most basic one. A girl working in 





the student housing office at the University of Texas mar- 
veled recently at how many of the parents of new students 
are carpenters, office clerks, plumbers, and other medium- 
and low-income people. It is hard for such people to send one 
child to school. harder if there is more than one. Books are 
expensive; clothes have to be kept up; if the youth enters 
into the college life, it becomes a real burden on all but the 
well-off. 

Governor Shivers, Rép. Gillham, the natural gas industry 
and other conservatives are proposing to add $50 or $75 a 
year per son or daughter to the expenses of these families. 

To a rich man, that’s not money. But we're not all rich 
people, Governor, and it’s a lot to us. 


O,, ; Pihense 


One wonders whether George Parkhouse, the Senator 
from Dallas, will ever be able to put to rest his morbid fear 
of labor unions. 

Texas already has some of the stiffest anti-labor laws in 
the Union. 

The first Parkhouse bill is similar to one called “union- 
busting” by President Eisenhower. It requires a ma jority of 
all the workers on the premises of an employer to favor the 
union before there can be a strike or picketing, even if the 
union only seeks to represent a small portion of the em- 
ployees. 

Senator Parkhouse here indulges in an exercise of sheer | 
hypocrisy. He provides no mechanism for an election among 
the workers. If they want a union, all the employer has to 
do is say No. If they strike, the employer hires anti-union 
people and Says his workers oppose a union. The people who 
want the union are on the sidewalk and will never be allowed 
to vote. Mr. Parkhouse is too interested in making political 
capital of the public misunderstanding of the Port Arthur 
strike to make any sincere effort to help labor-management 
relations. 

_This is also apparent in his two other bills. One would 
give employers the right to sue employees on strike in prac- 
tically any county in Texas, if the suit were properly drawn. 
Another would send to jail workers who, as a matter of 
conscience, refuse to cross picket lines on common carriers. 

Senator William Shireman, Corpus Christi, and Rep. 
Maury Maverick, San Antonio, have authored bills which 
would provide election machinery for the employees. This 
is the only fair and decent approach. We hope that the Leg- 
islature will help Texas this session emerge from its Nine- 
teenth Century cocoon and begin to grant organized labor its 
rightful place in the American system. We have a free and 
abundant society, and opposition to orgarized labor at this 
late date is just plain stinginess. 


— Che Texas Observer 
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but will hew hard to the truth as we find it and | 
icated to the whole truth, to human values above all 
the foundation of democracy; we will take orders | 
conscience, and never will we overlook or misrepresent the 
to serve the interests of the powerful or cater to the ignoble in the human spirit. 
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GOP Fumbles Cold War, 


Indulges in 


By PAUL HOLCOMB 
Written for The Texas Observer 
Two years of Republican rule 
should teach the Republicans that 
their fine theories of “How to han- 
dle the Communists” were the 
product of their own ignorance and 
inflated egotism. They have found 
that the Communists will pay no 
more attention to U.S. Republican 
leaders than they did to U.S. Demo- 
cratic leaders 

The rank and file of the Repub- 
lican Party actually expected Ei- 
senhower to cause the Communists 
to disappear off the face of the 
earth, like a morning fog before a 
July sun. The GOP leaders talked 
this kind of tripe so confidently 
that it fooled Eisenhower himself— 
temporarily. But Eisenhower has 
learned the fallacy of this idea, 
and even the GOP leaders are be- 
ginning to learn—some of them. 
The Dixiecrats are constitutionally 
ignorant. Nobody expects them to 
learn anything about anything this 
year, next year, or any other year. 
The political reverses suffered 

the GOP in the 1954 elections 
were “only the beginning, friends, 
only the beginning.” The bold and 
confident promises to “balance the 
budget and lower taxes” have been 
completely abandoned and replaced 
by a demand for authority to “in- 
crease the public debt.” The only 
genuine, simon-pure Republican 
principle still in force is the deter- 
mination to “help the rich at the 
expense of the public.” The Dixon- 
Yates give-away is still high on 
President Ejisenhower’s list of 
“Musts.” Finding ways and means 
of giving away our national forests 
and other natural resources, while 
“keeping the farmer in his place,” 
are still high on the GOP agenda. 

The American people can only 
hope that there are enough real 
Democrats and progressive Repub- 
licans in the Congress to prevent 
the Old Guard GOP and the Dixie- 
crats from wrecking the country 
and then getting us into World War 
III 


Let Hindus Be Hindus 


It is about time that the leaders 
and the people of America learned 
we can not “buy” world peace, nor 
force the people of the world to 
have our ideas and our ideals. 
Until we learn to face reality and 
let the Chinese live and think like 
Chinamen, the Hindus behave like 
Hindus, and permit all other na- 
tions to “be themselves,” we are 
going to be buried in troubles 

The present crisis in Southern 
Asia makes the Republican cam- 
paign promises of the 1952 presi- 
dential campaign sound very fool- 
ish. The Communists have not paid 
any attention to their childish 
threats but have gone steadily on 





Give - away 


their way. taking over most of In- 


|do-China. Now they are ready to 


over Formosa in spite of our 
and threats 

By pulling out of the war in Ko- 
rea, the GOP left that little Nation 
divided between the Communists 
in the North and Syngman Rhee’s 
form of dictatorship in the South. 
Ifi addition, Republican policies in 
Europe have just about dispelled 
any hope of getting Western Eur- 
ope into any kind of co-operation, 
leaving us with the alternative of 
arming Germany ourselves, with 
the risk of having the Communist- 
controlled sector of Germany unite 
with Western Germany and the 
whole bunch turn against us. 

The false and vicious 
hurled by the Republicans and 
Dixiecrats against Truman and 
Acheson have been forgotten by 
the very people who made these 
charges. President Eisenhower and 
Secretary of State Dulles have 
abandoned their swashbuckling and 
“loud talk,” and are now following 
the identical course laid down by 
Truman and Acheson when they 
were in power. 

Both Eisenhower and John Foster 
Dulles were high in the councils of 
Truman and Acheson, and they 
knew that the policies followed by 
the Democrats were the only hope 
of saving the world from an “All- 
out War.” It is more than probable 
that they had a part in formulating 
the Truman-Acheson policies, but 
their lust for political power led 
them to repudiate everything the 
Democrats had done, both foreign 
and domestic. Stern necessity has 
forced them to turn back to Demo- 


take 


oft-repeated warnings 


charges 


cratic policies both at home and 
abroad. 
The Brink of War 


As this is written (February 4th, 
1955), there is every indication that 
the United States is hesitating (and 
trembling) on the brink of war. 
The declaration of intentions and 
policy by United States leadership, 
and the declaration of intentions 
and policies by Chinese Commun- 
ists, are diametrically opposed. Un- 
less one side weakens and backs 
down, a war between the United 
States and Red China appears in- 
evitable—at this time. 

It is an established fact that the 
American people and their leaders 
desire peace more than they desire 
anything else; and it is even more 
certain that nobody in this Nation 
wants war with any nation. The 
billions of dollars spent in almost 
every foreign nation on the globe 
since the close of World War I in 

+ 

With this column, Paul Holcomb 
takes his leave of Texas for a while. 
He plans to do some religious re- 
search in Tennessee. 


| four-lane 


Corbin, Phillips 


In Mean Mood ‘ 


On Vets Land 


Both Sen. Kilmer Corbin, Lub- 
bock, and Sen. Jimmy Phillips. An- 
gleton, are in moods dangerous to 
the Governor and his Administra- 
tion. They are both apparently pre- 
pared to present publicly whatever 
information they can substantiate 
about the veterans’ land scandal 
Corbin is looking into other 
matters 

But for Phillips, the Senate 
investigation would have adjourned 
Feb. 15. He insisted on calling John 
Ben Shepperd. On the issue of ex- 
tending the investigation, he got 
support from, Sen. Crawford Mar- 
tin 


also 


It was the early talk of Feb. 
15 adjournment that propelled the 
House into its own investigation 
So far this has been a stodgy affair 
Capitol railbirds are willing to give 
them plenty of time to get into the 
material, but the feeling now is that 
the House committee is pro-Admin- 
istration and will “guide” the in- 
quiry around political land mines 

Rep. Jerry Sadler, Percilla 
is causing a stir in the House. Ths 
former Railroad Commissioner who 


ran fourth in the Rainey-Jeste? 
gubernatorial campaign demon- 
strated at a House hearing fast 
week that he is still a candidate 


He says he has a tax bill to provide 
$100 for the old folks and to build 
that 


1e€ 
highways 


“won t 


j}hurt anybody.” Some say he’s run- 


ning for Governor 

Rumor in the Valley is that 
the Bentsens have set up a new 
multi-million-dollar insurance cor- 
poration. 


Joe T. Cook, publisher of the 
Mission Times, has been elected 
president of the Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. Cook has been a busi- 
ness partner of Shivers in the Times 
Publishing Company, though Shiv- 
ers now denies any interest in the 
company, which gets a lot of state 
printing contracts. 

Leslie Carpenter, Washing- 
ton correspondent for Texas papers. 
predicts that Price Daniel will run 
for Governor in 1956 on the basis 
of Daniel’s hints in the press; the 
flood of press releases coming from 
his office; the increased tempo of 
his mail to Texas; and the increase 
in the time he spends with Texas 
visitors. 

.... Right now the outlook is not 
good for the Shivers tax program 
in the House. 

The Governor asked for two more 
cents on gasoline, one cent on cigar- 
ettes. and a doubled college tuition 
fee. 

Students turned out in large num- 
bers for the fee raise hearing last 
week before the committee; they’l! 
be there again this week. 

Almost everyone agrees that the 
most Shivers can get on gasoline is 
an extra penny a gallon. But one 
member warned: “Don’t forget, the 
best lobbyist in Texas is behind it. 
and he hasn’t gone to work yet.” 

Finally, the cigarette vendors are 
trying to stir up public resistance 
to the cigarete tax. But if any part 
of the Shivers tax program passes 
as proposed, this will be it. 





1918 should prove to the world 
that the United States wants 
PEACE—and NOT war. But in 
spite of our efforts in time, thought 
and money, to establish and main- 
tain peace, countless millions of 
people still believe that we are 
“war-mongers”; and in addition we 
are faced with the immediate pros- 
pect of engaging in another war 
which could hardly avoid develop- 
ing into World War III. 

All those who know the teach 
ings of Jesus of Nazareth know 
that the whole world (even the so- 
called “Christian Nations”) has re- 
jected His teachings. If the Bible be 





true, no nation has ever adopted his 
|“formula for peace,” and if the pro- 
| phets have spoken the truth, no na- 
| tion ever will accept the Lord’s 
|“way” until the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords comes down to earth 
| —in person— and takes charge. All 
| true Christians have their hope set 
on the day that this will come to 
pass. It is their only hope of real 
| peace on the Earth. 
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Land Scandal Involving High Officials 


S 


dete 


By H. M. BAGGARLY 
Publisher, The Tulia Herald 
Written for The Texas Observer 

TULIA, TEXAS 

How long is six months? 

It’s a mighty short spell after you 
reach the age where you no longer 
e- anticipate your next birthday—but 
er it is long enough for many of us to 
te forget our interest in good state 
al government. 

It was only six months ago that 
Pappa, Mama and even Junior were 
te working for their favorite guberna- 
od torial candidate with the zeal of a 
in religious fanatic. 

Pappa was digging down into his 
jeans to buy newspaper ads and 
television time, forgetting for the 
moment that the Democrats had 
‘b. confiscated all his savings, so that 
ne somebody could lambast the dirty 
crook who was the opposition. What 
i happened to Port Arthur must not 
happen to Amarillo, he reasoned! 

Mama had the feeling that it was 
her religious duty to put in a good 
n- word at her study club for suavity 
and charm in state government. 

And Junior, echoing his parental 
la background, would lick any kid in 
h the block who wasn’t supporting 


n- 
to 


er 


ho the candidate which was “for 
er Texas.” 
n- Everybody, apparently, was in- 





terested in “good government.” 
Everybody was looking under ev- 
ery cowchip for evidence of corrup- 
tion and communism which could 
be credited to the camp of the op- 
position. 

Remember the Port Arthur 
Story? Remember the Rio Grande 
Valley land deal? Remember the 
i) printing contracts which were 
awarded to a_ wellknown Valley 
newspaper “so that it could hold on 
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the bill to the poor ignorant fools 
out here in West Texas whose off- 
year interest in good goverment is 


far less than their blind faith in 
handsome, smiling politicos with 
authentic Texas drawls and elo- 


quent promises to burn the United 
States flag rather than surrender 
any of the state’s political sover- 
eignty to any of those non-Texan, 


sectional demagogues from the 
East, West, North and South 
a 


We are so cold in February that 
the trial of an Ohio osteopath, ac- 
cused of murdering his wife, de- 
mands much more of our conversa- 
tion and interest than a veterans’ 
land program scandal in Texas in- 
volving high state officials and sev- 
eral tens of millions of dollars 

Complacent citizens “don’t want 
to hear any more about politics.” 
We'd rather watch Liberace or Mil- 
ton Berle on television 


Even a giant land scandal in- 
volving the office of Land Com- 
missioner Bascom Giles fails to 


draw our attention away from the 
sports page of our papers. Even 
when Commissioner Giles refuses 


to testify before a committee, ac- 
quiring the nickname “Fifth 
Amendment Giles,” no headlines 
are made. 


Had such a scandal been exposed 
in the federal government prior to 
January, 1953, we can anticipate the 
repercussions from _ Dalhart to 
Donna. Yet it happens right under 
our Lone Star noses and it doesn’t 
even make Facts Forum. 

Bascom Giles stated in his resig- 
nation that “my successor will see 
to it that the veterans land pro- 
gram is not crippled by those who 


Fails to Stir Real Public Indignation 


seek its destruction by the indirect 
means of irresponsible criticism.” 

But Texans are entitled to much 
more than that. We are entitled to 
know who, when, where, what and 
why concerning the irregularities. 
This can only be accomplished by a 
thorough investigation by a- body 
NOT controlled by the executive 
department of the state. 

We must not expect those in 
charge of the executive branch of 
the government, who have served 
on the State Land Board while 
these irregularities were committed, 
now to make a thorough investiga- 
tion of the conditions. They were 
on the board while these conditions 
were being created. They were 
powerless to investigate thoroughly 
and impartially all that happened to 
the board and “under” the board of 
which they were members! 

It is our unconcern about what 
goes on in Austin between elections 
that gives the green light to all who 
would cater to special interests, 
who have political debts to pay, 
who would feather their own nests 
and send us the bill. 

Now—February 1955—is the time 
we should be considering legisla- 
tion which should be passed in the 
interest of better government. Now 
is the time we should be watching 
the behavior of our officials, elected 
and appointed. Now is the time to 
insist that our elected representa- 
tives investigate such things as the 
veterans’ land scandal. Perhaps it 
could be done now much more ef- 
fectively than in an election year 
when the facts would be obscured 
by a political smoke screen and 
pooh-poohed by normally good citi- 
zens. 

But perhaps this is asking too 
much. No one is running for office 
this month. Nothing is going on at 
the present to arouse our political 
passions. None of our _ political 
horses are running today, so there 
is nothing to get excited about. 

There are no red, white and blue 
posters on the telephone poles in 
February, no rousing political ral- 
lies with free soda pop. The high 
powered public relations men who 
stage these extravaganzas have 
gone back to Hollywood and New 

(Continued on Page 7) 














ed to its staff during lean seasons”? 
of @ But come February, and every- 
si- Py body has resumed his slumber un- 
es til the next election. 
v- &£ Just six months after our patriot- 
he § ism was at a white heat, we are as 
te cold as the opposite side of an old 
maid’s bed. After behaving them- 
g- selves for a few months during the 
rs. campaign when their conduct was 
un under scrutiny, politicians can again 
sis go back to their old business of 
he paying political debts, feathering 
ym their political nests, and charging 
of - 
se 
“a! A PROPHETIC WARNING 
“1 Giles Pl 
" iles Plan 
re 
ir- AUSTIN 
Or It is interesting, in the light of 
subsequent developments, to look 
n- @ back to the beginnings of the vet- 
ist erans’ land program—and discover 
a t that liberals of that time (nearly 
< a decade ago) were distrustful of 
he the proposal, both because of its 
is lack of safeguards for the veterans’ 
ne interest and because they were 
he | wary of its motivations and lack 
it, § of clearly defined objectives. 
a> The following comment on the 
re Veterans’ Land Amendment, writ- 
ce ten by Mark Adams for the Texas 
art Social and Legislative Conference 
es groups at the time the Amendment 
was being presented at the polls, 
ae when reread in the light of current 
‘Id disclosures, seems to have had a 
its prophetic quality. 
in 
ht aa 
se Another example of a nice little 
of biil to take care of your money for 
re you in advance is H. J. R. No. 62. 
we This one sort of strikes us in a 
1. tender spot, because it’s called the 
ar Veterans Land Amendment, and 


we're a veteran. We took a good 
close look at it. And the more we 
h looked, the more we saw another 
of those schemes which cynically 
use the veteran as politica] capital 


.- y for purposes of advancing a private 
be § scheme. 

is 9 H. J. R. No. 62, the “Veterans” 
o- Land Amendment, was _ lobbied 
.. through the legislature by Mr. Bas- 
i's com Giles. The odd thing about this 
- is that Mr. Giles is not the spokes- 
th man of any veterans’ organization 
\1 —or even a veteran. 

at Mr. Giles was a little bit young 
a ' to be drafted in World War I. And 
ort when World War II broke out, he 


was ... very draft exempt. 





'for Vets’ Aroused Doubts 


While we were sweating out 
those terrible hours later called the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf, which de- 
stroyed the strength of the Jap 
Fleet, he was back home cooking up 
this “Veterans Land Amendment.” 

On March 28, 1945, the day the 
Kamikaze clipped his wing off on 
the island structure of our carrier 
and exploded over the side, scat- 
tering bits of Jap and plane all over 
the decks, Mr. Giles was back home 
trying to get his hands on 25 mil- 
lion dollars. He was addressing a 
joint session of the legislature in 
behalf of this “Veterans” Land 
Amendment—which gives him that 
much and more to spend .... 

If, as a veteran, we seem a little 
ungrateful to Mr. Giles for having 
lobbied the “Veterans” Land 
Amendment through the legisla- 
ture, we can only add that we are 
no more ungrateful to him than we 
are to a lot of other guys back 
home who forged themselves a 
power-of-attorney and proceeded to 
transact business in our name while 
we were away. We know a lot of 
other veterans who are just as un- 
grateful as we are. 

By whose authority did he go 
before the legislature telling them 
what we wanted and what we'd 
need when we got back? 

As to whether Mr. Giles’ inter- 
est in veterans was a sincere inter- 
est or an interest in making politi- 
cal capital of the name, just stand 
off and consider this proposition 
from a distance. Sit down and name 
off on the fingers of your two 
hands the ten things you think 
veterans need most as they get 
back. If your list includes a state- 
subsidized real estate agent to pick 


out land, buy it, and then offer to 
let Veterans bid for it. ... if that 
items appears anywhere among the 
first ten items on your list, then 
you are about as close to veterans’ 
problems as Mr. Giles, and we're 
a conscientious objector. 

If your main idea was to help 
veterans, you would have been 
busy trying to do two dozen other 
things that really needed doing, 
long before you set up the state 
government in such spurious and 
treacherous competition with the 
federal Bankhead-Jones Farm Pur- 
chase Act, which not only lets a 
| veteran pick his own farm but helps 
him get enough stock and equip- 
ment to make it pay, to mention a 
couple of things in point. 

On the other hand, if you were 
primarily interested in something 
else—like having 25 milion dollars 
pass through your hands and au- 
thority to make a lot of deals in 
state land very fast — and you 
wanted to use the name of “vet- 
eran” as political capital .. . That’s 
another story. 

The fact is that the Legislature, 
which did nothing else substantial 
to help veterans, passed this “Vet- 
erans” Land amendment because 
Mr. Giles used the name “veteran” 
to lobby it through. And it’s being 
offered to the people on the same 
pig-in-a-pretty-poke basis. It’s high 
time somebody looked inside the 
poke. 

If you think our suspicions are 
unjustified, read the amendment. 
First the amendment sets up a 
Veterans Land Board consisting of 
Mr. Giles—the man whose subord- 
inates will do the work, since he is 


From Judge Yarborough 


To the Editor: 
The Texas Observer for 
31, 1955, is the most inf 


single issue of a newspaper 
present condition of the Sta 
ernment in Texas that I | 
read. In eight weeks Th: 
Observer has already wor 
place in the life and th: 
those who read it and in the } 
of Texas journalism. In ! 
ing new broadcast over Rad 
tion KTBC in Austin, Pau 
on February 7, 1955, recomr 
to his radio audience that tl 
tain The Texas Observe! 
wanted the facts on the Tex 
erans’ Land Board’s deals 

All Texas Democrats o 
subscribers to The Obser\ 
wife is seeking subscriptior 
neighborhood. Every 
should attempt to get at 
new subscriptions this week 
facts should be read by tl} 
of Texas now. 

I recommend that 
scriber to The Observer wt 
in a Court House, City Hal! 
building, or other 
available bulletin board 
last two issues of The Obser\ 
pin them on the bulletir 
your buildings. Other 
should donate issues to | 
shops or beauty parlors—tak« 
issue to your favorite barbe: 
or beauty parlor and leay 
there. Mail your other surp! 
sues to a relative or friend 

Never destroy an issue 
Texas Observer. When 
read it, pass it on to someone 
and ask them to read it, ther 
it on. The Texas Observer 
dling the fires of political 
in Texas. 

At last we have a free and 
pendent newspaper in Texas 
a statewide circulation. It is a 
voice of information and freed 
for the people. 


place 


the greatest jobs of news reporti: 

in the entire history of this stat 

Texas Democrats should 
hind the Observer this week 

RALPH YARBORO!T 

A 


rally 


* 


Renewal 
To the Editor: 
Noting that “Red” imprint 
subscription has expired,” 
close my check to get you! 
on men, dupes, and stooges 
era, for another year—havir 
a long-time habit in noti! 

predecessor. 

Then noting that othe: 
the masthead, ‘The One Gre 
of Composition Is to Spe 
Truth,” and assuming yo 
you follow it, I am curious °' 





By Countryside and Town 


NEW WAVEI 
The President has gone 

golf. The Secretary of Stats 
gone fishing. The Congres 
written a ‘blank check.’ The 
people all over the world ar: 
ing, waiting with their heart 
their mouths. as the old 
goes; and when they bravel; 
low the choke away, down 
hearts to the bottom of thei 
Waiting to know how the Pre 
will fill out that blank che 
ders to the Seventh Fleet wv 
the tale. 
If you have not read 
Stillwell’s papers published 
his death by his wife, you probably 
do not distrust old Chiang 
deeply as I do. Ol’ Vinegar Joe had 
a tale to tell, and it reflects no 
credit on Chiang all .those years 
when we poured out money 


(rene 


to 





(Continued on Page 7) 





“help China.” 


Ronnie Dugger is doing o f 





I question first your sincerity or 
judgment, being confident my quix- 

tic, or erratic mind will not give 
a 100 percent grade on both 
a year’s time. 

Possibly you will always be with- 
in extremes I note now and then in 
short-time subscriptions to the 
Daily Worker and a rare peek in 
the Chicago Tribune! Variety is at 
times a spice in life, and I know 
you now and then will give me a 
slant I failed to get out of my men- 
tal factory and-or brains if any 


ove! 


even have hopes you may un- 
to explain why the current 

“Democratic Party” de- 
to have continuity with its 
sredecessor that gave some atten- 
ion to Home Rule, Local Self Gov- 
ernment, and States Rights, and-or 
“do all for all” in Washington 
2 worthy successor ... 


F. G. SWANSON 
Tyler, Texas 


srtaKe 
17 
called 


serves 


why 


* 


Hog on a Side Saddie 
r he Editor: 
wish to register my hearty ap- 
al of your editorial of Jan. 17th 
ticizing Governor Shivers’s tax 
policy I totally disagree with 
ames S. Alderman in your issue of 
3lst (The Stump). His posi- 
ti seems to be everyone should 
pay taxes regardless of their finan- 
ial circumstances. This is right op- 
»0site to the old Democratic princi- 
> that taxes ought to be based on 
bility to pay. Our graduated in- 
come tax is based on that principle. 
When the widow pit her mite in 
the treasure, Christ said she paid 


| more than anyone, because she paid 


all she had. 

I am a 69-year-old retired farmer 
and don’t have enough income to 
pay a federal income tax. I chal- 
lenge anyone to find a person in 
the U.S. who is more interested in 
the laws that Congress passes. I am 
a victim of Governor Shivers’s 
“Soak the Poor’ tax policy. Last 
spring, when the Legislature levied 
taxes to pay the school teachers’ 
raise, they almost doubled the state 
tax on us gas royalty owners .... 
This extra tax, on my 50 acres of 
royalty, cost me $50 per year. Mind 
you, the Shivers-controlled Legis- 
lature didn’t raise the tax on oil 
royalty at all, for the simple reason 
so many of his friends and hench- 
men are rich oil royaky owners and 
he couldn’t afford to offend them, 
as they might stop him from riding 
in their airplanes .... 

he (Shivers) cares no more 

for the welfare of us common peo- 
ple than a hog does for a side sad- 
Big business won’t let him put 
taxes on those most able to pay, 

i he naturally sneezes every time 

business takes snuff .... 
J. W. BOWEN 
Beckville, Texas 





A Deep Distrust of Chiang 


Last night, over the radio, I 
heard an editor of a New Orleans 
paper talk about Formosa. All 
about it: when and by whom it was 

iscovered; its early history; the 
‘ occupation; the present 
Chinese occupation; its relation to 
our interests in the Far East. He 
summed up by saying, “Whoever 
holds Formosa holds the key to the 
Phillipines.” And if that is true it 
makes sense. 

But if it is true, those who golf 
and fish in today’s lovely spring 
sunshine had better tell us so in 
plain words or they are going to be 
unpleasantly surprised at public 
reaction when they finish weighing 
their catch and adding up their 
score and have time to notice what 
the hearts of the plain people are 


apanese 


doing 


—MFC 





anc 


(Continued from page 1) 

Shepperd. who later turned 
thumbs down on the deal, “jus’ set 
up like a wise ow!” and didn't say 
anything in the conference. Shivers 
Said that though he knew the land 
was good, he wouldn't approve the 
deal until they got enough water 
to make it economic. 

The charge is now in the record 
that Maurice Acers, executive sec- 
retary to the Governor. and Robert 
Trotti, the first assistant attorney 
general, contacted employees of the 
Land Board to “inquire about the 
status” of certain land deals. 

In addition, B. H. Holsombach, 
Crystal City farmer and banker 
and a relative of Acers, was in- 
volved in a number of group land 
deals, according to a legislative 
source. He is “currently under in- 
vestigation,” Grady Starnes of the 
State Auditor's office said. 

Acers was not available Sunday 
night. but his wife said that Hol- 


sombach is “about a third cousin” 
of her husband 
At the Senate hearings two 


weeks ago, Holsombach was men- 
tioned as a group land deal pro- 
moter in a letter sent to Shepperd 
in October, 1953, by G. Curtis Jack- 
son, then county attorney of Zavala 
County. This is one of the letters 
that was reported lost by the At- 
torney General. No one asked about 
Holsombach when his came 
up at the hearing 

State Auditor Cavness told 
newspaper he has heard “all kinds 
of rumors” about collusion under 


name 


this 


the veterans’ land program. “But 
we don’t know.” he said. He re- 
ferred to various possibilities, such 


as that a veteran and a land seller 
might enter into a land transaction 
with the price much higher than 
the value, “and then split the dif- 
ference,” provided the appraiser 
would go along. Various induce- 
ments might be offered an ap- 
praiser, he said—but, he said, he 
did not know. “There are various 
ways that butter can be fed to a 
cat,” he said. 


Files Rifled 


Phillips flew to Beaumont, Hous- 
ton, Victoria, and Laredo over the 
weekend, tracking down leads. He 
is finding “the field more fertile 
than the files,” he said. He has con- 
ducted virtually a one-man Senate 
investigation since he started his 
serio-comic questioning of Shep- 
perd. The other four members of 
the committee—Sens. Hardeman, 
Martin, Aikin, and Weinert—sit lis- 
tening quietiy. Phillips says they 
have co-operated with him, though 
he criticized Hardeman last week 
for going to Tennessee and “hinder- 
ing his work.” 


A parade of former Land Board} 


employees told the House Commit- 
tee last week how Giles ordered 
certain group deals “rushed”: how 
some deals were completed al- 
though persons working on them 
opposed their approval: and how 
Giles once became very angry be- 
cause a deal he was interested in 
had not been pushed through. 
Shepperd said that papers, some 
carrying pencil notations, had been 


les Ritled, 


removed from the Veterans’ Land 
Board files. “They might turn up 
mysteriously, ‘But I doubt it,” he 
said. 

He was asked if they could have 
been burned. “It was all paper,” he 
answered. Some of the missing ma- 
terial concerned block land deals, 
he added. 

He intends to refer the matter to 
the Travis County grand jury “in 
due time.” 

Shepperd brought to six the num- 
ber of civil suits he has filed 
against group land deal promoters 
He seeks to recover $1.257,301 for 
the State. Defendants in last week's 
suits are C. V. Wynn, H. S. Lek- 
man, Eloise Wynn, Minnie Lekman. 
H. R. Stallings, J. Paul Little, C. O 
Hagan, C. P. Ernster, C. L. Carey 
and Norma G. Carey 

Travis County’s District Attorney 
Les Procter said, “It seems to be a 
gigantic thing.” The Travis grand 
jury will renew hearings soon. De- 
Witt County Attorney Wayne Hart- 
man said that his county’s grand 
jury probably will return some in- 
dictments this week. Rep. Joe Bur- 
chairman of the House com- 
mittee investigating the scandals, 
said his group intends to call every 
present and past employee of the 


Kett 


Board 
Hidalgo Deals 
The county deed records in the 


thouse at Edinburg in Hi- 


dalgo County show that R. M. Vick 


new cour 


J. M. Fountain, and the Ranger 
Corporation which Mill F 
Walker was president. completed 
three group land deals with the 
Veterans’ Land Board with a total 
of about $340,000 involved 

The promoters acted in concert 
out of Brazos County on Hidalgo 


County land 

One deal, completed in February, 
1950, involved four Bryan veterans 
and $27,716 

Another, completed in June, 1950, 
involved 19 veterans and about 
$135,000. Seventeen of these veter- 
ans were from Brazos County and 
two from Harris County. 

The third. completed in Novem- 
ber, 1950, involved 25 veterans from 
various areas and about $175,000 
Eight of these veterans were from 
Harris County. six from College 
Station, four from Bryan, two from 
Waco, and one each from Galves- 
ton, Refugio, Fort Worth, Hidalgo 
County, and Beaumont. 

All the land was on the San Sal- 
vadore del Tule grant in Hidalgo 
County. The tracts of land which 
the veterans were committed to 
buy in their contracts the 
Land Board averaged 46 acres; the 
average price was $7,000 to $7,500 

J.C. Looney. Hidalgo County 
Democratic chairman and law part- 
ner of Senator Rogers Kelley, told 
this newspaper in Edinburg that 


with 


|there were also two other group 
deals promoted in the county 


One, promoted by Paul Gray 
| Wimberley of Raymondville, in- 
volved 20 veterans, land at the east 
edge of the county on the San Sal- 
| vadore del Tule grant, and perhaps 
$100,000: the other, 
'J. G. Turner of Edinburg, involved 
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ten or twelve veterans and about, 
$55,000, Looney said he understood. 
He also said that he believed the 
Wimberley deal was legitimate in 
that the veterans wanted the land. 
He did not know about the Turner 
deal. Turner was not~ available for 
comment, and Wimberley was in| 
Raymondville. 


Melado Deal 


promoted by |! 
|ing that no matter who was 


|for the mid-winter meeting of the 
|get reported in Texas papers, but 


|he spelled out his theory of edi- 
| torial responsibility in a speech re- 


| Towery asked, “how are the people 


| with the almighty ballot?” 


|not be the guide. “If any label is | 








Asked why the Melado deal he 
helped promote didn't go through, 
Miller laughed and said: 

“From some of the stuff that’s in | 
the paper, I guess we didn’t see the | 
right people.” 

He said that he was a “silent 
partner” of the other promoters. 
some of whom he identified as M. 
E. Allison and E. S. Emerson of 
San Antonio. He said Allison and 
Emerson conferred with Giles. 
Shivers, and Shepperd about the 
deal, but each of the Board mem- 
bers said that the lack of water on | 
the land caused them to oppose the 
deal. 

“The boys from San Antonio went 
over to Austin and talked to Shiv- 
ers and Shepperd,” Miller _ said, 
“and they said they hoped that the 
water situation would clear up. 
Shepperd, he didn’t respond at all. 
he jus’ set up like a wise owl. The 
Governor said it would be all right, 
but there was no water. He said it 
was fine land, he knew it— of 
course, he had just sold 14,000 acres 
across the way from it himself. He 
(Shivers) told them when they got 
plenty of water to come back. The 
Commissioner (Giles) said he was 
for it when we had water on it.” 
Miller recalled. 

M. E. Allison, contacted by tele- 
phone in San Antonio, said that he 
“talked to the Governor once or 
twice” about the deal, but he did 
not recall the date. Asked about 
what was said and about conferen- 
ces with other officials, he said he 
would not make any other ened 
ments until he had time to check | 
his files. 

Miller assured this reporter that | 
there was no payment of any kind 
made to the veterans, that they | 
were buying land, and that they | 
were approached on the basis that 
they could make a profitable in- 
vestment in the land. He said that 
buses were chartered and veterans 
were brought to the Valley to see 


| 
| 


' 


(Continued from page 1) 
It soon became clear that —as| 
Towery puts it— it “doesn’t smell | 
pretty.” The state press picked it | 
up and the present scandals began | 
unfolding. 
The people in Cuero —e 
credit Towery and Cheatham with | 
cracking the case, but Cuero is a| 
small town, and there have been | 
some bad feelings. Towery has not | 
been threatened, but, he says, he} 
had “a few phone calls from wives | 
of people involved, crying on my| 
shoulder.” He does not like to hurt | 
people. but he ran an editorial say- | 
in- 
volved, he would report the facts. | 
He has not been bothered since. 
Towery came up to Austin again 


Texas Press Association. It didn’t 


ported fully in Publisher’s Auxil- 
iary, a national publication. 

“If the editor closes his eyes and 
allows corruption in public places 
to go unreported to the people,” 


to remove the corrupt from office 





An editor’s position affects the 
decisions and lives of many people, | 
he said. “He is called upon to state | 
that some people would 
rather not hear. He is called upon 
to support a cause that some would 
rather not support, and he is called 
upon in time of crises, whether 
local or national, to choose between 
one side or the other.” 

To do this, Towery said, an editor 
should keep the morally right first 
in mind. Political parties should 


views 


applied, it should be the label of 
an independent seeker and reporter 
of the truth.” 


the land. This is reminiscent of the ' others on the influence question 


Don’t Run, Editor Says 


Valley’s development at the turn, 
of the century, when land pro-| 
moters brought trainloads of home- | 
steaders from all over the United | 
States to see and invest in the Val- | 
ley’s land. 


+ 

Acers, Trotti 

Jack Jackson, who resigned from 
the General Land Office Dec. 31, a 
day before Bascom Giles refused 
to qualify for his ninth elective 
term, told the House committee last 
week that he thinks Maurice Acers 
executive secretary to Shivers, and 
Robert Trotti, first assistant attor- | 
ney general, occasionally called him 
on the telephone about certain vet- 
erans’ land deals. He said he 
thought the calls were proper. 

He said he had handled “many 
calls” on various subjects from 
Acers and Trotti. He hesitated to 


mame them as calling specifically 
about land transactions because, 
he said, he was “not sure,” and 
then he added: 

“I believe I have handled calls 
from Mr. Acers and Mr. Bob 
Trotti.” 

Political pressure was not 
brought to bear, he insisted: Acers 
and Trotti merely inquired about 


the status of certain deals and “ex- 
pressed interest they be given con- 
sideration.” 

Jack Jackson did 
any deals in particular 


not mention 


Jackson, resigned ex- 
ecutive secretary of the program 
told the Senate Committee that 
when he got requests from “mem- 
bers of the Board,” who were Giles, 


Lawrence 


Shivers, and Shepperd, pertaining 
to deals, “I'd give it whatever at- 
| tention I could, yes sir.” He said} 


again: 

“I'd try to give it whatever at-| 
tention I could before I carried on 
with my regular duties.” 


Phillips Charges 


Phillips read into the record two 
cases of group land deals where he 
felt the evidence indicated there 
had been influence exerted from 
the Attorney General’s office 
Shepperd retaliated by producing a 
letter from Phillips to Giles asking 
that an appraisal be handled 
quickly. Phillips said at the end of 
his questioning of Shepperd and 





Towery concluded: 

“... An editor who backs off | 
from a fight with those who have | 
betrayed the public trust simply 
because the opposition is in an en- 
trenched position is falling far | 
short of the goal set for him by his | 
readers.” 

When the Dewitt County grand | 
jury investigating the scandals an- | 
nounced it would adjourn until | 
March 7, Towery published a| 


charge that there is a movement 
afoot from near the top in State | 
Government down to the lowest | 
level to squelch the investigations. | 
He said that the March 7 date | 
would let one of the culprits off | 


| the hook because of the statute of | 


limitations. The grand jury denied 
this, but it reconvened last Thurs- 
day, anyway. 

Now that the investigations are 
statewide, he is turning to other 
matters. County and district poli- 
tics around here raise some inter- 
esting questions, too, and it won't | 
be long before Towery may be say- 
ing so. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





“JIMBO” IT SWIMS. 





INTRODUCING 


| JIM BO—the most sensational invention in the 
history of fishing—the artificial minnow that swims 
No more live bait to buy This is the lure sensation 
| of the 20th century 


| IT SWIMS—no springs, uses no fuel; it swims as 
long as you leave it in the water Swims by unique 
| process of balance and gravity Fish any desired 
depth—in lake. stream. gulf, bay Any fish that will 
strike a minnow will strike JIM BO This is no gad- 
get Looks and swims like a live minnow 
This 1s the lure of all lures—beautiful silver leat 
plastic Buy one for your friends also. Satisfaction 
guaranteed Send $1.00 only, for each lure Send 
check or cash We pay postage Sold by mail only 


J&R TACKLECO P.O. Box 741 _—_ Largo, Fla 


epperd Says 
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“I said I would show his preem 


tion with block deals, and I have.” 

He based his case on two pieces 
of evidence he had taken from 
the Land Board files. 

The first was a September, 1953 
note on the desk stationery of Mar- 
tha Ponder, then a receptionist in 
Shepperd’s office. The note asked 
for a four-veteran deal in William- 
son county: “Appraisal now; full 
amount appraisal; expedite con- 
summation.” 

Written in red pencil on the 
memo are the words “Note from 
John Ben Shepperd.” Lawrence 
Jackson testified that he made this 
notation. Phillips asked him why he 
did it. “Just so we’d know where it 
came from,” Jackson replied. Shep- 
perd said he did not write the note, 
had not seen it, and doubted if Miss 
Ponder had written it either, since, 
he said, she probably wouldn't 
know such words as those quoted. 

The second note Phillips intro- 
duced was taken, he said, from the 
file of a ten-veteran deal in Deaf 
Smith County. The note read: 

“Mr. Trotti called the Commis- 
sioner (Giles) on 7-26-54 on these 
and asked we give them every con- 
sideration because of the well that 
has been brought in nearby.” 

Trotti was Shepperd’s proxy at 
some of the Land Board meetings 

Among the ten veterans in this 
deal were H. D. Rocky Ford of Mid- 
land, president of the Texas Junior 
Chamber of Commerce; L. D 
Whiteley of Lubbock, former state 
president of the junior chamber: 


|and Rep. Waggoner Carr, Lubbock, 


now a candidate for the Speaker of 
the House next session. 

Phillips showed that Ford had 
been in town the day Trotti called 


ithe Land Board and that the ap- 


praisal was made the next day. A 
week later the “commitment” was 
made on the deal. It has been held 
up by the general freeze on group 
deals since the investigation began. 


(Continued on next page) 











VOLLUS-COOPER 
FUNERAL HOME 


The Vollus-Cooper 
Funeral Home is 
offering a special 
low-cost, pre-paid 


funeral service plan. 


Generous benevolent 
fund donation 

to groups of 100 

or more who 


adopt the plan. 


For information cal] 


ELVES SMITH, 


President, 


VOLLUS-COOPER 
FUNERAL HOME 


1417 Polk, 


Houston, Texas 


Fairfax 3377 
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VETS’ LAND, CONTINUED 


Phillips Clashes 


(Continued from page 4) 
Shepperd said he told Ford he 
would disapprove the deal because 
the veterans involved could write 
checks for the amounts of money 
involved, and he did not feel that 
sort of situation was within the in- 
tent of the program. 

The Phillips letter to Giles, pro- 
duced by Shepperd, began, “Dear 
Brother Giles,” and asked that the 
appraisal of a 138-acre tract for 
some veterans in Fort Bend County 
be speeded up. The letter said, 
however, that no request was being 
made that they be placed ahead of 
any other veterans. It was dated 
June 26, 1952. 

Written on the letter by 
Jackson were the words: 

“Immediate appraisal. Usual pace 
thereafter.” 


Jack 


+ 

Phillips said Hardeman “took off 
to Tennessee and left us no in- 
structions, no blank signed sub- 
poenas, no way for me to operate. 
The absence of the chairman and 
the committee has definitely slowed 
down and hindered the investiga- 
tion that I’m making, due to the 
fact that I have been in _ effect 
locked out of the files of the Vet- 
erans Land Board.” 

Phillips objects strenuously to 
the Attorney General’s announce- 
ment that as he sees the law, no 
files can be removed from the Land 
Board offices. Shepperd said that 
the investigators could photograph 
anything in the files but could not 
remove anything to the Capitol 
building. 

“I have no_ intention,” Phillips 
told this newspaper, “of conducting 
an investigation under the super- 
vision of the party or parties being 
investigated. 

“How ridiculous can you get?” he 
exploded. 

“I’m not after Shepperd, I’m not 
after Giles, I’m not after Shivers,” 
Phillips said, “but I am after the 
story of the veterans land scandal. 
The people are entitled to all the 
facts. And wherever the chips fall 
or whoever is responsible for this 
scandal—which I think is the big- 
gest and the worst that this State 
has ever experienced—my steps are 
being taken so that ultimately and 
eventually we will have the full 
story of the scandal laid before the 
people of Texas.” 


Rudder’s Policy 


Rudder, the new Land Commis- 
sioner, defined his conception of 
the purpose of the veterans’ land 
law, which has been a subject of 
controversy. 

Rudder told this newspaper: 

“I think the purpose of the law 
was to let Texas veterans buy a 
piece of Texas land, ideally to live 
on, but perhaps as an investment. 
I don’t think the purpose was to 
allow pure speculation, but after 
the end of the three-year period 
during which the veteran has to 
hold the land, he might end up 
speculating with it properly.” 

Rudder is not opposed to block 
land deals as such, He says, how- 
ever, he would “look into it pretty 
carefully,” and especially into ap- 
praisals, in the case of block deals. 

Asked how he would view a 
group deal in which veterans had 
been paid for their rights—one of 
the abuses that are being investi- 
gated—Rudder said: 

“If a veteran has been paid to 
sign papers, frankly I’d throw it out 
... I don’t think that veterans’ 
rights should be for sale.” 

The Veterans’ Land Board met 
last week and fixed the responsi- 
bility for administering the pro- 
gram on Rudder “except in policy 





DANIEL CHECKS SECURITY 
WASHINGTON 
Senator Price Daniel of Texas 


has been appointed to the Internal 
Security Subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee, Senator 
Harley Kilgore of West Virginia 
has announced. 


=" With Shepperd 


changes and those functions requir- 
ing the full board action.” 
ten rules to govern the administra- 


tion of the program were adopted. | 


A new appraisal form will require 
information about the land seller’s 


profit, which was not inquired into | 


as a rule before the investigation 
began. 


John J. Bell 


In a wire to The Texas Observer, | 
Congressman John J. Bell said “the | 
to questions of | 


answers are no” 
whether he had represented any 
promoters of multiple land deals 
involving a number of veterans be- 
fore the Veterans’ Land Board. 

Dennis Wallace, acting Commis- 
sioner of the veterans’ land pro- 
gram, had earlier told this news- 
paper that Bell had been in the 
land office “various times.” He said 
he had reason to believe Bell was 
representing either sellers or the 
purchasers, though he was not sure 
whether group or individual trans- 
actions were involved. Bell said he 
had obtained information for vet- 
eran applicants at no retainer 

+ 


Hardeman, Six Others 


Make Tennessee Flight 
AUSTIN 
Six of his fellow Senators ac- 
companied Sen. Dorsey B. Harde- 
man of San Angelo on his flight 
to Tennessee for an address to a 
joint session of the Legislature of 
his native state of Tennessee. 
They were Sens. A. F. Aikin, Jr., 
Paris; Carlos Ashley, Llano; Wil- 
liam S. Fly, Victoria; Jep Fuller, 
Port Arthur; Crawford Martin, 
Hillsboro; and David Ratliff, 
Stamford. 


Ten writ- | 


| alcoholic 


|County at the bottom of the Pan-/that he might return 
j}handle to Newton County at the|Senate and 
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Agents Seize) N. FIGHT RENEWED. 
‘Dry’ Counties IN HOUSTON AREA 


AUSTIN H¢ . lousy people on it and they did a 
State liquor investigators seized Antagonism to the N lot of lousy thinking.” He said that 
| 57 stills in 17 Texas counties last | tions is flaring agair inder the UN charter, this country 
tore | ton school system would become subordinate to a 
All but two of the 17 counties; Opposition develop: higher authority. 
| are totally dry, legally. | to a contest for student Curriculum director Mabel Cas- 
| State liquor officers seized the | A special committe: sell has studied the material used 
| stills and destroyed at the sites / contest material has in the same contest last year and 
11,998 gallone of mash and 111 gal-| by Superintendent W. F and. | states it does not attempt to glorify 
lons of moonshine liquor. One of the member the UN. Accomplishments and fail- 
| _ Titus County, located in the mid- | mittee, W. I. Stevens: ures of the organization are cited. 
dle of a dry section in northeast | of Milby High Schoo Miss Cassell doubted the right of 
Texas, had 12 of the stills. Marion | “started out by havir f the school system to “deny our 
County had ten, Red River six, ~ children the right to take part in 





| Bowie five, Harrison four, Free- - - the contest if they wish, since our 
stone, Camp and Lamar three, Shivers Hints Nation is a member of United Na- 
tions: we are a part of it, and this 


Nacogdoches and Smith two, and 


Cooke, Grayson, Jones, McLennan, simply a study of something that 

| Morris, Sabine, and Tarrant, one | we belong to.” 

each. Tarrant is an open county, and | | ourth Term Another member of the special 

| only four percent beer is legal in | committee, Miss Ruth Greenhill, 

McLennan, said the material is “propaganda 
The Texas Liquor Control Board STIN but out by the United Nations,” 


“card stacking” in favor of the UN. 
A decision on the contest is now 
vaiting the arrival of this year’s 


collected $533,095 in fines for vio-| Governor Shivers ha 
| lation of the Texas liquor laws last | that he may run for a fy 
year. | He told William H 
The 20th Annual Report of the |the Houston Post that material, and its study by the com- 
Texas Liquor Control Board for | desire to go to the U. § te | mittee. The sponsoring organization 
1954 also shows that the average! and that he hopes to ; the American Association for the 
Texan consumed almost a gallon | jative program complet United Nations. 
(99.6 percent of one) of distilled/js jn office. even tho 
spirits last year, as well as 16.4 gal- | take more than ons 
lons of beer, about six-tenths of a | jsh. 
gallon of wine, and one-tenth of a | As reported by Gai 
gallon of malt liquor. said: : 
Taxes on alcoholic drinks pro- 
duced the following state tax! jators will finish thi 
amounts: one session. It might 
Distilled spirits, $10,6612,944; beer, | than one session. But 
$6,158,737; wine, $827,033: and malt | that program completed 
liquor, $121,268. iin office.” 
Under the local option system,|! By specifically includir 
141 Texas counties are wholly dry; | sibility that his prog: 
|92 are wet; only four percent bear | tee adopted until the res 
is legal in 18; and only 14 percent/sion of 1957, Shivers left 
beverages are legal in| open for a fourth term 
He said he knows not 
intentions of Senat 
who has let 





PORT BUSINESS DROPS FOR ’4 
HOUSTON 

Business at the Port of Houston 
opped about 10 percent last year 


“I don’t know whet! 1 the 1953 level. 








Olon Rogers Ch. 2879 


RENT-A-TOOL CO. 


Mobile Public Address 
Equipment 


three. 
The State is almost entirely dry | the 
north of a line from Andrews | Daniel, 


Commercial Paint Sprays 
Sales — Rentals 
run for G ‘i 1107 Quitman Houston 


1956 under some circun 








lower eastern Texas border. 

















PSALM 23 


He restoreth my soul; 


comfort me. 


my head with oil; my 





The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 


He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 


paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 


Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 


Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies; thou anointest 


Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life; and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever. 


he leadeth me in the 


cup runneth over. 


Paradise Cemete1 
Golden Gate Cemetery 
The Blessed M Catholic Section 
of Par emetery 
Y 
Hillcrest 7-3415 
























READING IN BURNET 





Book Clubs Grip Towns 


By EDWIN SUE GOREE 


Written for The Teras Observer 


BURNET | 


As a small town resident, I be- 
lieve the book-buying potential of 
Texas is greater than publishers 
and dealers realize. A survey 
even a poll, of book club subscrib- 
ers, especially in rural 
would astonish everyone except the 
business managers of these clubs 

A small town man may long for a 
book on wrestling, but not knowing 
if one has been written, where 
buy it or what it costs, he picks 
up his wife’s new book club selec- 
tion. Frequently he announces it is 
just trash and continues to wonder 
about the fine points of wrestling 

Book clubs make ordering very 
easy, and their advertising 
vinces many that their choice 
infallible. Club regimentation of the 
rural public’s reading taste is enor- 
mous. Small library patrons fre- 
quently have to be assured that the 
librarian’s recommendation 
“book club selection.” 


con- 


is 


1s a 


This assurance is usually 
give, for small libraries receive 
book club gifts by the dozens. Even 
tiny little libraries quickly reach 
the saturation point in respect 
books from the two major clubs 


easy to 


to 


To receive from five to seventeen | 
copies of one title is frustrating to | 


a librarian desperately in need of 
hundreds of good juveniles, and at 
least a trickle each week of books 
old and new for adults 

A few of the duplicates 


"an oe 


given to small libraries just open- | 
ing, but established small libraries | 





Censoring Mood 
Said on Upsurge 


But Basic Climate 
ls Free, Whitten Says 


AUSTIN 
Extra-lgal censorship pressures 
against bookstores and libraries 


have increased since World War II 
even though basically the Western 
World has “the freest climate for 
ideas that has ever existed,” Sam 
Whitten, lecturer on library science 
at the University of Texas, said 
here recently. 

Spueaking on a continuing forum 
on “threats fo freedom,” sponsored 
by the Unitarian Church here, 
Whitten said: 


“We have always had censorship | 


When in control, the church 
suppressed heresy. The Victorian 
moralists suppressed books which 
dealt too openly with sex. In times 
when economic empires are strong- 
est. criticism of the system is sup- 
pressed. In wartime attempts at 
weeding out sedition are made.” 

While the basic situation in the 
Western World is one of freedom, 
Whitten said, he cited instances at 
Bartlesville, Okla., Boston, and San 
Antonio of pressures against public 
libraries because they contain books 
on controversial subjects. Whitten 
worked at the San Antonio library 
in 1952-'53 as public relations direc- 
tor 

At Bartlesville, the Library Board 
was fired, he said, “and men favor- 
able to suppression appointed in 
their places.” The librarian was 
fired on a charge of “insubordina- 
tion” after refusing to answer ques- 
tions about her political beliefs un- 
less the press was admitted to the 
inquiry. 

In -Boston, he said, the Boston 
Post led a campaign based on the 
question, Does a library have a duty 
adn a right to keep subversive ma- 
terial on its shelves? The library 
representatives argued that com- 
munism can be fought only through 
knowledge of its doctrine and meth- 
ods. The library won. 

Whitten also reviewed the San 
Antonio situation, where an at- 
tempt was initiated to label books. 
It has not succeeded. Whitten said 
the American Librery Association 
opposes labeling books on grounds 
that it is an attempt to prejudice 
the reader and that no group is 
competent enough to decide what 


or | 


Texas, | 
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lrefuse them. They have their own 
oversupply to deal with 


As county librarian of Burnet 


| County, I was often asked to order | 


personal books for patrons. This we 
did gladly, adding the discount 
the library's book fund. In time the 
}demand around Christmas became 
| great enough to interfere with the 
library’s regular work and the li- 
|brarian had to take care of these 
|orders at home on her own time 

| Having resigned as librarian in 
|July, I advertised in November 


to 


| the ex-librarian to sell books, but 
j in spite of this feeling, we received 
106 orders. Eighty-two were priced 
| at $2.00 or under but the others in- 
'cluded eleven books from the Uni- 
| versity of Texas Press. some out- 
Standing juveniles up to $3.00 and 
such adult books as “Theatre, '54” 
;and Neuberger’s “Adventures in 
| Politics.” One young couple bought 
for their daughter and niece seven 
of the modern fairy tales by C. S. 
Lewis. There have been a few or- 
ders since Christmas. 

Texas dealers treated this small 
home enterprise seriously and gave 
us their usual discounts, so we not 
only had a lot of pleasure out of 
'handling the books, but we made 
some Christmas pocket money. 

There are hundreds of small 
j;towns in Texas, many without li- 
| braries. We believe there is a small 
| market in each one for a person 
| who can meet the book club’s chal- 
lenge—earn confidence in his book 
recommendations and do the order- 
ing. We plan to try to sell some 
book review magazine subscrip- 
tions, to The Horn Book, Saturday 











that I would handle orders for] Review and the two $2.00 weeklies 
Christmas book giving. Some peo-|And people will soon learn that 
iple, believing that a librarian | book-selling helps libraries, and 
|should earn money for the library.| good libraries increase individual 
|felt that it was an impropriety for | book buying. 
A in M i k 
A Certain Maveric 
| 
| 
Honored By House 
| 

AUSTIN | his Virginia ancestry which he 


The Texas House of Representa- 
tives has adopted a resolution hon- 


of San Antonio 

Rep. Maury Maverick, Jr 
present preparing a study of his 
father for The Texas Observer 

The resolution reads in part: 

WHEREAS, in the passing of the 
Honorable Maury Maverick from 
this earthly life on the seventh day 
of June, 1954, freedom loving men 
and women of these United States 
of America did lose a staunch and 


is at 


true friend; and 

WHEREAS, during his lifetime 
Maury Maverick was a retired 
Army Officer (lst Lieutenant, 28th 





Infantry), newspaper reporter, bus- 
inessman, Tax Collector of Bexar 
|County, member of the United 


| States Congress, Mayor of San An- 
tonio, Vice Chairman of the War 
| Production Board during World 
| War II and in charge of all small 
businesses for war production, at- 
torney, and author of two books, A 


Maverick American and In Blood 
and Ink; and. 

Whereas, the Gentlemen of the 
Press did write long and well of 
Maury Maverick upon his death. 
a portion of said tribute being 
herewith quoted: 

San Antonio ‘Evening News of 


June 9th: “On many issues through 
the turbulent depression and war 
years, he was this newspaper's ad- 
versary, but always a respected one. 
And a political skirmish with the 
Maverick, who never feared when 
he felt he was right, was always an 
exhilirating experience. He was a 
clever but clean fighter His 
life and works are a_ fascinating 
chapter that will never be edited 
out of this city’s rich history . 

| Austin American: Maury 
Maverick, living out a turbulent life 
lin the thick of political brawling, 
| was a man who kept the highest 
sense of personal integrity 

Houston Chronicle: “Maury Mav- 
erick was a man who was trusted 
| even by his political enemies. He 
was a Rooseveltian New Dealer and 
he stuck to his convictions” 

St. Louis Post Dispatch: “Con- 
sidering all the accomplishments 
packed into his life, it seems hard 
to say that Maury Maverick died 
an unfulfilled man ... He was al- 
ways in some fight for reform up 
to his neck ...” 

Louisville, Kentucky, Times: 
“The New Deal and war years 
knew other men who made a deeper 
and more lasting impression on our 
times. But they knew none whose 
enthusiasm and courage and sin- 
cerity were greater.” 

Portsmouth, Virginia, Star: “He 





books should be labeled. . 


was a stormy petrel and proud of 


oring the late Maury Maverick, Sr.. | 


carried back to Matthew Fontaine 
|Maury...” 

Jon Ford in the San Antonio Ex- 
press. “This writer will always re- 
member him as one of the few peo- 
|ple he ever knew who said exactly 
|what he thought. Said his son, 
| Maury Jr., the day the old warrior 
| died, ‘He was a real big leaguer.’ 
} Yes, Maury Maverick was that.” 
| Drew Pearson, “A great Texan 
died an early death the other day 
because he was always in the front 
line of every political battle ...” 

Alastair Cooke in the Manches- 
ter, England, Guardian, “Maury 
Maverick, the New Deal evangelist 
|died yesterday ... at the age of 58. 
|He was an unrepentant liberal to 
the end The American scene 
will be a little less favored for his 
going and a little more complacent. 
A small compact man, as garrulous 
as a bull frog, he was built for in- 
fighting and he never let down his 
fists as long as he could stand .. 





After Virginia Military Institute 
| and the University of Texas. he 
;}went to France corralled 26 
|German prisoners’ single-handed 


}and won the Silver Star for gal- 
lantry and the Purple Heart for a 
| wound bravely borne . Back in 
| Texas, and after a rousing bout 
|}with the Ku Klux Klan, he was 
|elected to Congress ... He was de- 
|feated for a third term in Son- 
| gress and promptly condescended 
|to outrage the burghers of San An- 
tonio by becoming its reform 
|mayor. He wanted to triple the 
wages of the Mexican pecan shell- 
|ers, set up housing projects for 
|them, and guarantee civil rights to 
everybody Roosevelt brought 
him back tu Washington in 1941... 
He had the extraordinary distinc- 
tion which H. L. Mencken has held 
to be impossible, of seeing his 
family contribute three words to 
the language. A distant but direct 
relative was Col. Charles Lynch, 
who gave his name to the odious 
form of ‘justice’ Maverick spent 
most of his life abolishing. His 
grandfather was the immortal Sam- 
uel Maverick, signer of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence, who 
refused to have his cattle branded. 
... In his own right Maury Maver- 
ick stigmatized all forms of Federal 


prose in Government jargon as 
‘gobbledygook’ which has stuck to 
this day He could sense the 


presence of a branding iron at a 
hundred paces. In the beginning 
and the end he was nothing but a 
maverick”: 

... Maury Maverick was known 
and loved by many members of 
this legislature of which his son, 
Maury Maverick, Jr., is today a 
member ....” 








Their Only 


Is Poverty, 


Weldon Wallace. 
the Baltimore Sun, recently wrote 
a series of articles, “This is Preju- 
dice,” based on 22 interviews with 





Crime 
Smith Says 


a reporter on row $390 to bury the brother of one 


| of them, I let them have the money. 
|I went out a week later and saw a 
| strange old man on the place. | 


Americans from various walks of said, ‘Where did he come from?’ 


life. One of the interviewees was 
R. E. “Bob” Smith of Houston, the 
former chairman of the Texas Good 
Neighbor Commission. Here is a 


part of what Wallace wrote about | 


Smith: 


In 1943, Gov. Coke Stevenson de- 
cided something had to be done, 
and he initiated the Good Neighbor 


Commission, appointing R. E.| 


Smith, Houston oil 


chairman. 


operator, as 

“Bob” Smith, a vigorous 60, is a 
man of massive shoulders and mas- 
Sive bank account. He gets his 
money — reputedly about $800,000 
monthly—out of 300 Texas oil and 
gas wells, and he puts large chunks 
of it into Texas projects, including 
assorted civic, welfare and religious 
ventures. 

Some projects require work as 
well ag money, and he is said to be 
generous with that, too, for his 
energy is dissipated only partly 
through business, hunting, fishing. 
boxing, wrestling and weightlifting. 

Handsome in a ruggedly chiseled 
way, 
plume of gray hair, he is a figure 
at once powerful and gentle, sug- 
gesting a benevolent eagle. 

A good trader who built up his 
business from a beginning in minor 
office jobs, Mr. Smith claims “a 
natural tendency to help anybody 
I can and to promote good relations 
among people”—a trait he attrib- 
utes to his father. 

In view of this, his assignment on 
the Good Neighbor Commission had 
special appeal. 

His verdict on the policy of “No 
Mexicans Allowed” was “class dis- 
tinction. The only crime of those 
people was that they were beastly 
poor,” he explained in a_ hearty 


voice that suggests more of the at- | 


mosphere of Texas plains than the 
mellow 
suite in Houston’s Gulf Building 

“The Latin tendency was not to 
speak English but to retain the 
mother tongue,” he added. “In 
many cases that served as a barrier 
between Latin and Anglo children 
and interfered with education.” 

Schools that had not done so be- 
fore began to integrate Latins 

Mr. Smith remained as chairman 
of the Good Neighbor Commission 
for several years. Later he headed 
the Texas Human Relations Council 
which worked on the Latin problem 
from another angle. (He was also, 
it is reported, the financial angel 
for this group.) 

While it would be too much to 
say that anti-Mexican prejudice 
has been eliminated—there is still 
a great deal to be done—it is fair 
to state, according to Mr. Smith, 
that much progress has been made. 
Pressures against Latins have les- 
sened in many areas. Communities 
and individuals are more aware of 


the difficulties and are taking more | 


responsibility to correct them. 

Mr. Smith has his own answer to 
a question that has aroused inter- 
national interest: What about 
Latin American? 

“I have never seen such loyalty,” 
he declares. “If you give a stick of 


candy to the sick child of a Mexi- | 


can, he is your friend for good. He 
will do anything for you and will 
get others to do anything for you. 

“They are dad-gum fine people.” 

He has had frequent occasion to 
deal personally with Mexicans. 

Among his investments in Texas 
property, “I bought several ranches 
and inherited about a dozen Mexi- 
can tenant families with them,” he 
said. 

“One family had a bunch of little 
chickens running loose in a bed- 
room. I said that would have to be 
changed. If people had no more 
pride than that, I didn’t want them 
around. 

“Sixty days later I went back. 
The chickens were gone. The ten- 
ants had cleaned up the place. They 
had plants in cans and signs that 
said, ‘Grass, Keep Off.’ They re- 
sponded when someone showed in- 
terest in them as human beings.” 

On one visit, “four Mexicans 
came in to see me and asked to bor- 


with a luxurious but neat) 


decor of his eight-room | 


the | 


| They told me he had left another 
| job to come work on my place to 
i pay back the loan. Those 
| Mexicans never missed a payment.” 
| Mr. Smith feels most people in 

his State “are working hard toward 
| amity with all people.” 

As to the Texas attitude toward 
| schoo] desegregation: 
“There will be talking for a while 
| because it’s different, but it will get 
|melted into the picture in time 
; Texas people have always been pro- 
|gressive and aggressive. We can 
|expect them to work this problem 
| out. The Negroes working for us 
|are wonderful people with high in- 
| tegrity and high purpose, and we 
| have awfully good Negroes in 
| Texas studying this problem.” 
About his own contributions, Mr 

|Smith says, “I accept my responsi- 
| bilities, but I don’t rate any credit 
| Many do fifty times as much. 
“I’m grateful for the opportunity 
'to be an American citizen, and 
| whatever I do I can never repay 
| that debt except in part.” 
| He believes “anyone who tries to 

separate our people by prejudice 

is doing a disservice. We are all 
| people, and all of us comprise the 
| whole.” 


Clergy, Labor, 
Business Meet 


First Affair of Its Kind 


In Port Arthur Success 


By JACK MORGAN 
Port Arthur Correspondent 
The Texas Observer 
PORT ARTHUR 

The CIO Oil Workers Interna- 
tional Union made a big advance in 
better public relations at a rela- 
tively simple two-hour affair here 
recently. 

Representatives of management, 
labor and religion (including two 
Negro preachers) mingled freely 
and broke bread together at a Good 
Fellowship Banquet sponsored by 
OWIU Local 23. 

As far as it could be learned, it 
was the first good-will gathering of 
its type ever held in Port Arthur 
and it was a success. 

Local 23 plans to make it an an- 
nual thing. 

A tribute to its sponsors came in 
an offhand way from a business 
executive who was present. He was 
overheard telling another plant of- 
ficial: “It’s a shame we didn’t think 
of this first.” 

The clergymen present — and 
management, too, to some degree— 
went away from the banquet with 
a new insight into problems of col-. 
lective bargaining after leaving 
labor’s position in four important 
fields. 

Four representatives of labor 
made talks—brief ones—on _ sub- 
jects of much debate. They went 
over especially well with clergy- 
men present. 
| Local 23’s aim was to give the 
|clergymen and management its 
| views on religion, communism, pol- 
itics, and collective bargaining. 
The men of God were given 
pamphlets to read, explaining CIO’s 
position on these subjects. They 
were invited to investigate prob- 
lems concerning labor and manage- 
ment. 

Believing that organized labor is 
good for the working man and the 
Nation as a whole, the union spon- 
sors feel that the clergymen, if they 
hear both sides of an issue, will in 
the end align themselves on the 
side of labor. 

Speakers at the Good Fellowship 
Banquet were Lindsay Walden of 
Denver, Colo., general counsel of 
the OWIU who represented OWIU 
President Jack Knight; D. Roy 
Harrington of Austin, executive 
secretary of the State CIO Coun- 
cil, and Ray Andrus and Murray 
Libersat, Local 23 members. 
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Laredo Observes Border Conference 
This Week Vets Land Probe 


Second Century . 


Special to The Texas Observer 
LAREDO 


Laredo, which historians say 
technically has been a town longer 
than any other in Texas, celebrates 
its bicentennial anniversary this 
year. One of the biggest events of 
the year comes off this week. 

Although other Texas cities, like 
San Antonio, Nacogdoches and Go- 
liad, were settled before Laredo, 
they were incorporated by the 
Spanish government as misgions, 
not as towns. Laredo was the first 
township in Texas, according to 
records kept by historians such as 
Seb Wilcox of Laredo. 

The theme of the annual Wash- 
ington Birthday Celebration, which 
has been observed in the old town 
since 1897, will be the 200th anni- 
versary of the city. 


Citizens have been urged to dress 
in the styles popular in 1755, when 
Laredo was first settled by a group 
of families led by Don Tomas San- 
chez, a Spaniard. 


The Washington Celebration has | 


been set for February 19, 20, 21 and 
22. The annual celebration parade 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 19. A 
Noche Mexicana (Mextcan Night) 
has been set for Sunday, and across 


the Rio Grande in Nuevo Laredo, | porder 


Mexico, Mexicans will also cele- 
brate by holding two big bullfight 
“corridas,” street dancing, fireworks 
and mariachi music in the plazas. 
Governors from many Mexican 
states, plus some United States offi- 
cials will be guests, along with visi- 
tors from the U.S. and Mexico. 


Giles Land Plan 
Caused Skepticism 


(Continued from Interpretive Page) 





land commissioner —and the gov- 
ernor and attorney general to okay 
his administration. Then it provides 
for the issuance of $25 million in 
State bonds .... 


The money raised is turned over 
to the board to buy land and pay 
cash for it—with Mr. Giles, natur- 
ally, handling the buying. Mr. Giles 
says he proposes to transfer some 
state school lands into private 
hands this way: also to buy land 
used by Uncle Sam for training 
camps, etc., with here and there a 
purchase from private citizens and 
corporations. 


This land, selected by Mr. Giles, 
will then be offered to Texas vet- 
erans on terms and conditions to be 
decided later. (Were you waiting 
to see where the veteran came in, 
like an afterthought?) Statements 
from Mr. Giles say that after he 
has bought and paid for the land, 
he proposes to allow veterans to 
submit sealed bids on it; he hopes 
the legislature will authorize them 
to pay for it on long-term install- 
ments—but that is all for the future. 
Despite the wealth of detail in this 
amendment, the part about helping 
the veteran is vague, uncertain, 
manana, and perhaps. (If no vet- 
eran wants the land at the price set 
by Mr. Giles, then any other per- 
son or corporation may buy it, the 
amendment says.) Receipts from 
the sale of land are used to buy 
more land for the first eight years, 
thereafter to retire bonds. If there 
is a deficit, the State of Texas 
makes good. 

Thus the great crusade to help 
the veteran. 

After seeing Mr. Giles’s speeches 
about it or reading his propaganda, 
we are told, almost one per cent of 
Texas veterans have expressed in- 
terest in the proposition. We have 
yet to talk to a veteran who felt 
happy after reading what the 
amendment actually says—and no- 
ticing what it doesn’t say. 

Mr. Giles’s speeches sound sweet, 
but the amendment reads phony. 
Maybe it would help a few veter- 
ans sometime, somewhere. Maybe. 
And we're all for helping them. 
But if there isn’t a better, quicker, 
more direct way to help them that 
either you or I could think of by 
half trying, we should both be in a 
home for the mentally deficient. If 
helping veterans was Mr. Giles’s 








Opens 


By RAMON GARCES 
Laredo Correspondent 


The Texas Observer 


Simpler border crossings, language education, and better | 


LAREDO 
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ADVERTISEMENT OF LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP 


| We; ‘the subscribers, have this day en- 








Meets Apathy 


(Continued from Interpret 


international parks will be discussed here this week by a new | York, so why should 


Texas-Mexico agency. 


States of Mexican and Texas was organized in October | 


of last year to try to solve interna- 
tional problems on a community or 
state level instead of waiting for 
federal action. 


The group, which calls itself the | 
| person) to enter Mexico. Mexicans | 


Five-State Good Nejghbor Council 


is headed by Jose F. Muguerza, a | 
| U.S. They 
| costing $3 to $5 per person and is- | 
| sued at the home city of the tourist. 


millionaire industrialist from Mon- 
terrey, Mexico. It has set its second 
meeting here Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday this week. 


Heading the Texas delegation is | 


Neville Penrose of Fort Worth, the 
chairman of the Texas Good Neigh- 
bor Commission. Other delegates 


|The Council will study the possi- 
| bilities of having their states pro- 


are Claude Meadows of San An-| 


gelo, Gaston Wise of Tyler and 


| Frank Kells of Colorado City. 


Governor Allan Shivers may at- | 


tend one of the sessions. 

The four Mexican states are 
Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon, Chihua- 
hua and Coahuila. 

One of the objectives of the 
Council this week is the easing of 
regulations, both for Mexi- 


| have a harder time getting into the | ~. 
| clals when 





cans coming to the United States | 
and American going to Mexico. } 
As it is now, American tourists 

! 


have to buy a tourist card ($3 per | 


visa | 


have to have a 


Another item on the agenda for | 
this meeting is language education. | 


mote language studies (English in 
Mexico and Spanish in Texas) for 
children in grammar school and in |} 
the early grades. Language educa- | 
tion usually starts in the eighth | 
grades in Texas and sometimes is | 
offered only in high school. 

The development of international 
parks, such as Big Bend and Fal- 
con, so that they will include both 
sides of the border without restric- 


' tion will be urged by the Council 





Democratic Women Disturbed 


By Report on Major Speakers 


AUSTIN 

Texas Democratic Women’s Com- 
mittee members expressed regret 
here last week about a Washington 
report that nationally-known Dem- 
ocrats would not come to Texas to 
speak because Texas Senators Lyn- 
don Johnson and Price Daniel 
would prevent the acceptance of 
Texas invitations. 

The report was 
son’s column. 

Mrs. Jack Carter of Fort Worth 
reported that with one exception 
the Committee’s legislative pro- 
gram is all before the Legislature 
in the form of bills. 

Members attended from Dallas, 
San Antonio, Fort Worth, Houston, 
and Walker, Burnet, and Robertson 
counties. 


in Drew Pear- 


+ 


ELECTED 
SAN ANTONIO 

Mrs. Mary Irwin was elected 
president of the Democratic Women 
of Bexar County at the group’s sec- 
ond annual meeting. 

A panel discussion on the party 
registration law was led by Bob 
O’Callaghan, Republican, and Alli- 
son Peery, Democrat, at the meet- 
ing. 

Retiring president is Mrs. Allison 
Peery. Other new officers are Mrs. 
Bob Sawtelle and Mrs. Gil Phil- 
lips, vice-president; Miss Adele Na- 
varro, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Roberta Brisbin, corresponding sec- 
retary; and Mrs. Janice Sherrod, 
treasurer. Committee chairmen are 
Mrs. Ann Leavenworth, Mrs. Alice 
Jones, Mrs. Ruth Halworth, Mrs. 
Billie Peery, and Mrs. Phillips. 
Members-at-large are Mrs. Maury 
Maverick, Sr., Mrs. A. L. Voight, 
and Mrs. M. L. Williams. 

+ 
TARRANT YOUNG DEMOS 
Special to The Texas Observer 
Tarrant County’s Young Demo- 


cratic Club has endorsed a bill 
pending in the Legislature to estab- 


MARY IRWIN 





main idea, he certainly moves in a 
devious way his wonders to per- 
form. 

H. J. R. 62 is a very swift, direct, 
and certain way to spend $25 mil- 
lion and make some fast deals in 
big blocks of real estate, including 


| public land; but it is a very slow, 


indirect, and uncertain way to help 
veterans. 

As a veteran, we’re going to the 
polls election day to slap this one 
down if it’s the last thing we do. 
We are more than a little bit tired 
of these pecple who represent us 
by proxy—not an authorized proxy 
at that. ’ 

a 





lish a three-man commission to reg- 
ulate rates and services of public | 
utility companies. | 

In addition, Don Allie, president, | 
announced, the Fort Worth group! 
backed up the Young Democratic | 
Clubs of Harris and Dallas counties 
in accusing the Veterans’ Land | 
Board with “gross negligence and | 
scandalous malfeasance in office.” | 

Speakers at the meeting at which | 
these steps were taken included 
Houston Clinton, Dallas attorney | 
who discussed pending legislation, | 
and Oscar Mauzy, Dallas, national | 
committeeman of the Young Demo- 
crats of Texas. 
+ 
GLOVER ELECTED 

PORT ARTHUR 

An employee of the Atlantic Re- 
fining Company, Donald Glover, is 
the newly-elected chairman of the 
Port Arthur Democratic Executive 
Committee. He succeeds Nick Nor- 
ris, another member of Oil Workers 
Local 23 and formerly mayor of 
Port Arthur. 

Glover is also president of the | 
Jefferson County Young Democrats 
Club. Others on the executive com- 
mittee are H. A. Parker, C. Rollin- 
son, Will Hollier, E. M. Walker, 
Damon Davis, Dayton Ford, and H. 
E. Parker. 


| 
| 


+ 


CANDIDATES’ ELECTION 
HUNTSVILLE 
The Democratic Executive Com- 
mittee here has abolished the pri- 
mary method of selecting city can- 
didates and substituted an_ inde- 
pendent general election for candi- 
dates. The City Democratic Conven- 
tion was retained, however, to 
choose the executive committee. 


+ 


ALL-WOMAN JUROR LIST 
j HUNTSVILLE 
A jury list containing the names 
of women only has been announced 
here. The 50-person list is intended 
to alleviate any misgivings anyone 
has about a mixed jury panel. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


To submit a classified ad, write Drawer 
F, Capitol Station, Austin. or call 70746. 


Help Wanted 


STRINGERS—The Texas Observer is 
building up a bank of reliable reporters 
all over Texas. Professional reporters of 
an enlightened turn of mind are urged 
to contact the Editor, The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES— 
If you have some spare time and would 
like to help The Texas Observer grow, 
write the Business Menager for advertis- 
ing solicitation forms. Percentage of sales 
can be The Texas Observer, 
Drawer F, Capitol Station, Austin. 











An organization composed of representatives from four | 


communist - hating, corrupt 
testing Texans to turn t} 
tion from “I Love Lu 
dry, uninteresting top 
government and the 
millions of our dollars 
spend during the year 
Why should newspaps 
columns be 
conduct and integrity of ; 
it is } 
amusing to relate comical ir 


concert 


so mn 


|and other trivia involving 


characters? 

Why not postpone 
with politics to another 
tion year when 
opportunity to compare 
sion personalities of the 
when we will be able 
one has the best emot 


We 


After all, it isn’t what 
it’s the way that they 
Sound ridiculous 
deny that it is true 
¥* 


Perfect 
perfect government 

Imperfect wisdom 
the truth makes g 

But how in the 
heaven can we hav 
ment when our zeal 
puny as our wisdom 


Radar Speed Test 
To Be Challenged 


£ 


WISdaor Y 
Wisdom f 


The new system 
speeders with a radar 
parently is in for its first 
case in Texas. 

A member of Loca 
sters and Warehousmer AFL 
convicted by a jury of ing 
than 50 miles an hour in a 4 
area, says he will take t 
the way to the Texa 
Court if necessary 

Hubert Darby, who, a 
one of the radar 
now in use by State High 
trolmen, was doing 52 in 1 
zone, says: 

“The boys I drive 
hind me all the way.” 

Darby was convicted 
fense by a jury. Willian 
radar expert for the state 
the trial that he could not 
whether the radar was 
not, Darby said, adding 

“And the patrolmen wh 
me said the only thing they 
about radar was what Dun 
the min a three-hour sessior 

Whether it will be a clea 
case will depend to some extent 
whether appeal courts wil 
consider evidence from 
who said that they would esti 
Darby’s truck was exceedil 
speed limit, quite apart fron 
evidence. 

The State Highway Patro 
of the radar devices in 
highways. 


rE 


spe ea 


pat 


PLAYHOUSE OFFERS COMED’ 
HOUST\ 
“Years Ago,” Ruth Gord 


edy, will run at the Main Street 
Theatre here until Feb. 28 i 
the auspices of the Play! 


Theatre. Katherine Helmond, Ma: 
guerite Lenert, and Clinton A 
son have the chief roles 


LEGAL ADS 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
TO THE CREDITORS OF 
GLASS CORPORATION 

You are hereby notified t 
Glass Corporation, a Texa ry 
Austin, Travis County, Texa 
day of January, A. D. 1955 
deed of assignment, cor 
undersigned all of its prot 
benefit of creditors and that 





signed has accepted said tr 
duly qualified as required 
creditors consenting to said 
must, within four (4) months 
notice, make known to the assigr 
consent in writing, and wit 


months from the time of the first 


cation of this notice file their claims, as 


prescribed by law, with the undersigned 
at 116 Barton Springs Road, Austir 
Texas, which is also his post office ac 
dress. 
(s) MARTIN H. BOOZER 
Martin H. Boozer, Assignee 
44-3 


use ¢ the 


IN | 


| tered into a limited partnership agreeably 
} to the provisions of the Revised Statutes 
j relating to limited partnerships; and 
| hereby certify that the terms of our suid 
partnership are as follows: 


do 


“The 


name or firm under which the 

partnership is to be conducted is H. G 
NOBLE. 

‘The general nature of the business to 


e transacted is the operation of a gaseo- 
e and oil service station in the City of 


Austin, Travis County, Texas. 

‘The names of all the general and spe- 
ial partners interested therein, disting- 
sishing which are general and which are 
pecial partners, and their respective 

ices of residence! follow: 

“JAMES E. TAYLOR, special partner, 
place of residence, Austin, Travis County, 

a“ 

H. G. NOBLE, general partner, place 
of residence, Austin, Travis County, Texas 

The amount of capital stock which 


each special partner has contributed to the 
common stock is Two Thousand ($2,000.00) 
Dollars in cash. 
“The period at which the partnership is 
‘ ence is the 5th day of February, 
it is to 
February, 


which 
of 


the 
is the 


period at 


Ist day 


and 
srminate 


Executed this Sth day of February, 1955. 


(a) H. G. NOBLE 
General Partner 
(8) JAMES E. TAYLOR 
4 Special Partner 
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
INCORPORATE 
COUNTY OF 


HARRISON 
STATE OF TEXAS 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that Arthur de 
Clarence A. Evans, and Jack T. 
partners, composing the firm of 
erican Engineering & Associates 
exas, intend to incorporate 
under the name of Pan Ameri- 
Engineering, Incorporated, after the 
yn of thirty days from this date, 
y of January, 1955. 
AMERICAN ENGINEERING 
& ASSOCIATES 
s CLARENCE A. EVANS 
Partner 


denas, 
Sheeler, 


Pan An 















CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
E STATE OF TEXAS 


© Carl V. O'Grady Defendant, in the 
einafter styled and numbered cause: 


You are hereby commanded to appear 
fore the 126th District Court of Travis 
nty, Texas, to be held at the court- 


of said county in the City of Aus- 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 
lock A. M. of the first Monday after 
t expiration of 42 days from the date 
of issuance hereof; that is to say, at or 
10 o’clock A. M. of Monday the 
th day of March, 1955, and answer the 
petition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
,326, in which Bonnie O’Grady is Plain- 
nd Carl V. O’Grady is defendant, 
said Court on the 19th day of 
y, 1955, and the nature of which 
said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Plaintiff and against 
| Defendant for decree of divorce dissolving 
the bonds of matrimony heretofore and 











“| now existing between said parties; Plain- 


| tiff alleges cruel treatment on the part of 
Defendant towards her of such a nature 
as to render their further living together 
husband and wife altogether insup- 
| portable; Plaintiff further prays for the 
| restoration of her former name, Bonnie 
| Harms; Plaintiff further alleges that no 
-hildren were born of said union and no 
ommunity property exists; Plaintiff fur- 
ther prays for relief, genera] and special ; 

All of which more fully appears from 
Plaintiff's Original Petition on file in this 
office ; 

If this citation is not served within 90 
days after the date of its issuance, it shall 
be returned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
f the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand and 
the seal of said Court at office in the 


| as 


City of Austin, this the 19th day of 
January, 1955. 
(s) O. T. MARTIN, JR. 


Clerk of the District Courts, 
avis County, Texas. 
By (s) GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Notice is hereby given that Joe Delgado, 
Augustine Delgado and Reynolds Delgado, 
partners, composing the firm of South- 
western Furniture Manufacturers and do- 
ing business under that name, have in- 
corporated such firm without a change 
of the firm name on January 1, 1955. 

SOUTHWESTERN FURNITURE 
MANUFACTURERS 
by Reynolds Deglado, partner; 
Joe J. Delgado, partner; and 
Augustine Delgado, partner. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Robert Lee Day, Defendant, in the 
hereinafter styled and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to appear 
before the 126th District Court of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the court- 
house of said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 10 
o'clock A. M. of the first Monday after 
the expiration of 42 days from the date of 
issuance hereof; that is to say, at or 
fore, 10 o’clock A. M. of Monday the 28th 
1955, and answer the 


day of February, 
petition of plaintiff in Cause Number 
17,506, in which Alberta Day is Plain- 


: | tiff and Robert Lee Day is defendant, 


filed in said Court on the 16th day of 
January, 1954, and the nature of which 
said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for judg- 
ment in favor of Plaintiff and against 
Defendant for decree of divorce dissolv- 
1 the bonds of matrimony heretofore 
and now existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment on the 
art of Defendant towards her of such a 
as to render their further living 
together as husband and wife altogether 
pportable; Plaintiff further alleges 
that no children were born of said union 
nd no community property accumulated ; 

aintiff further prays for restoration of 
er maiden name, Alberta Johnson and for 
relief, general and special; 

All of which more fully appears from 

intiff’s Original Petition on file in 

s office, and to which reference is here 
made 
If this citation is not served within 90 

s after date of its issuance, it shall be 
eturned unserved. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., Clerk 
f the District Courts of Travis County, 
Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand and 
the seal of said Court at office in the 
| City of Austin, this the 14th day of Janu- 


lary, 1955, 

| O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
} vis County, Texas 
- By (s) PEARL BALLARD, Deputy 
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LAWS IN THE MAKING 





Solons Cut Tax Income 
As State Goes in Red 


AUSTIN 

The Texas Legislature, faced with 

the formidable chore of finding 

$135 million to keep up with cur- 
rent state spending. has failed 
find any of it as it enters int 


sixth week of the 54th sessior 


The House moved backwards 
fact, by promptly passing and send- 
ing to the Senate a measure which 
would cost the State an estimated 
$250,000 annua'ly in lost tax money 

And at the same time lawmakers 
were intensifying their money- 
hunting efforts, the State Treasury 


amnounced that funds are running 
low and Texas—for the first time in 
13 years—is certain to drop into a 
deficit status this month 


The general fund is expected to 
regain its cash status before the end 
of the State’s year (Aug. 31), but 


until then Comptroller Robert Cal- 
vert will be fighting a battle of red 
ink, and state employees will soon 
be getting state warrants in lieu of 
paychecks 

The House bill which would cost 
the State $260,000 a year in revenue 
cuts was one designed to reduce 
registration fees of buses. Rep. 
Max Smith of San Marcos. chair- 
man of the House appropriations 
committee, pleaded with his col- 
leagues to hold onto every penny 
possible to meet demarids for heav- 
ier state spending 

He won only a partial victory— 
his urgings resulting in adoption of 
an amendment which would cut the 
proposed raie reduction in half. The 
bill in its original form would have 
made bus registration fees the same 
as those of other commercial ve- 
hicles. The author is Jack Bryan of 
Buffalo. The bill now awaits third 
reading in the House before being 
sent to the Senate 

The House also passed and for- 
warded to the upper chamber bills 
which would (1) ban common law 
marriages in Texas; (2) 


open five days or six days a week; 
and (3) permit the discharge of 


Maverick Bill 
Draws No Fire 


AUSTIN 
House committee action was ex- 
pected this week on the Maverick 
bill to establish labor-management 


mediation and union election pro- 
cedures 
Senator William Shireman of 


Corpus Christi introduced a meas- 


ure in the Senate last week with 
a purpose similar to that of the 
Maverick bill. 

No witnesses appeared against 


the Maverick bill last week at its 
initial House Labor Committee 
hearing, while Rep. Maverick and 
four spokesmen of organized labor 
spoke on its behalf 

It would provide that the Texas 
Industrial Commission would arbi- 
trate disputes and supervise elec- 
tions among employees who indi- 
cate that they desire a union. If a 
majority of the employees voted 
against the union, strikes and pick- 
eting would then be prohibited 

Roy Harrington, executive secre- 
tary of Texas CIO, said the bill 
would give labor unions a way to 
prove to the people they do repre- 
sent a majority. “That's what we 
want to do,” he said 

The provision in the bill denying 
to a union minority the right to 


by Jerry Holleman, secretary of the 
Texas State AFL. He doubted if 
“you can deny to a minority what 
you grant the majority.” the right 
to strike or picket. But, he said, 
the AFL will concede that point if 
a means is provided “to find the 
majority will.” 

Shireman’s bill provides for union 


certification elections, but it ex-| 
building trades and the | 


empts 
amusement and maritime industries 


on grounds that they are seasonal 
trades. It would create a state me- 
diation service in the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 


let banks | 
decide whether they want to stay | 


| radic 
| KX YZ 
strike and picket was objected to} 


no legislation is necessary now be- 


non-resident state hospital patients 
and special state school wards 

The House finally got around to 
passing and sending to Governo! 
Shivers a bond validating act de- 
signed to finance a new Laredo 
bridge to replace one washed out 

The bill outlawing common law 
marriages—those by mutual con- 
sent. with the man and woman de- 
claring their marriage after living 
together six months—was approved 
over protests by some representa- 
tives that it would leave illegiti- 
mate children without protection 
they now have under Texas stat- 
utes 

The bill's backers, however, 
maintain they plan other legislation 
to make sure there is such protec- 
tion 

The Senate is ready to start de- 
bate on a bill which would pro- 
hibit “quickie” divorces 


A Senate committee approved the 
bill by Sen. William H. Shireman 
of Corpus Christi. It would increase 
the waiting period in divorce ac- 
30 to 90 days. Shireman 
pose is to enable parties 
an oppor- 


tion from 
said it 


to divorce action to have 


Ss pur 


tunity to think before they plunge 
into a legal parting of their ways 

Shorter work weeks for firemen 
were also endorsed in the House, 


along with the one providing for a 


five-day work schedule in banks 
But the firemen’s measure is still 
up for third reading. It was ap- 








Censorship Talked 


1 


‘(Continued from page 1) 


men and women and immoral con- 
duct of persons, or of depraved acts 
showing violent brutality.” 

Reps. Charley Lieck. San Antonio 
and J. W. Cooper, Jr., Corpus 
Christi, both raised the point that 
“Forever Amber” and “Gone With 
the Wind” might come under the 
statute. Cooper asked Schwartz if 
“that’s the kind of literature we're 
aiming at,” and Schwartz said no, 
but “how else can we do it—what 
are you going to call ‘Forever Am- 
ber,’ a classic?” 

Lieck later said that his position 
is that “adults should be allowed to 
read anything they want to.” 

Mclihaney made the point that 
the phrase, “devoted mainly,” pre- 
cluded inclusion of the Bible, 
vhich refers realistically to basic 
human relationships. Cooper said, 
however, he felt sure that “Forever 
Amber” would come within the 
statute as written 

* 

There was little controversy dur- 
evening about the bill 
against comic books by Rep. Joe 
Pool, Dallas. This bill bans comic 
books that, using the phrases in the 
bill. portray nudity, indecent ex- 
the person, sadism, any 
any form of sexual 

triumphing over 
excessive vio- 


ing the 


net 





posure of 
gruesome crime, 
evil 


scenes of 


perversion 


a or 


that are sexually suggestive; 


i€rice } 
or that contain profanity, obscenity, | 
or filth. or material designed to | 
crea sympathy for a |. criminal, | 
pr te distrust of law, teach the | 
methods of committing any crime, | 
or advertise sale of nude pictures, | 
sex instruction books, knives, gune. | 


or gambling equipment. 

Penalties under both proposals 
would range up to a $1,000 fine and 
six months in jail 

+ | 

Fred Mahas, vice president and 
commentator of Radio Station 
in Houston, cited a report 
by J. Edgar Hoover that juvenile 
delinquency has increased 20 per- 
cent since 1947 in the United States, 
while comic book sales have in- 
creased 20 percent in the last four 
years 

A letter was entered into the 
record from a Houston woman who 
said she was for the bill because 
when she was eight or nine, a play- 

nate and she nearly killed another 
child by following minute instruc- 
tions in a comic book. 

Industry representatives said that 


cause a czar has been appointed, 
and horror and lustful comic books 





are not now being published 

proved by voice vote on second | 

reading 
The bill would limit firemen’s | 


working hours in cities of 10,000 to | 
40,000 population. It would set max- 
imums of 24 hours’ duty in any 
two successive calendar days, 72 in 
one week and 144 in two weeks 
Firemen in cities over 40,000 popu- 
lation are already working under 
such a law 


An overhaul of Texas insurance 
laws is nearing the debate stage in 
the Legislature, with the insurance 
industry itself pushing hard for re- 


form. Favorable Senate committee 
reports were made on a bill to} 
tighten regulations of casualty 


firms—authored by Senator Craw- 
ford Martin of Hillsboro—and one 
increasing stock requirements 
life insurance companies by Searcy 
Bracewell of Houston. The House 
insurance committee reported fa- 
vorably a bill to let the State In- 
surance Board supervise a “full dis- 
closure” plan of stock sales 


Bills aimed at crime prevention 
labor 
sprouting 


organiza- 
“bed- 
intro- 


water conservation, 
and 
communities” 


tion control, 
room were 


duced in the Legislature. 


| raise 


| Assembly of 
|adopted a 


stands on the two bills, 
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Student Protest Grows 
In Tuition Increase Fray , 


AUSTIN | 


That venerable but long dormant 
tension between the Legislature 
and the University 
rising to a new pitch in Austin. 

The cau.e for the alarm to Forty 
Acres: 
| the college tuition rate be 
from $25 to $50 a semester 

About 100 students left no stand- 
ing room in a House committee 
room last week at a House Educa- 


raised 


| tion Committee hearing on the $50 
| bill, 


introduced by Rep. J. O. Gill- 
ham of Brownfteld. 

Petitions protesting the tuition 
began circulating on _ the 
campus late last week. The Student 
the student body 
resolution calling the 


proposal a “sales tax on education” 


|}and also condemning a proposal by | 
| Sen. Ottis Lock, Lufkin, authoriz- 
| ing the raising of the student activi- 
for | ties fee to $20, excluding athletics 
,|from it, and making it compulsory. 
| Independent students meet on the 
| legislative 


proposals early 
week. Student leaders took various 
mostly in 
opposition. 


Rep. Jerry Sadler, Percilla, who 


'some believe might be thinking 
about a statewide political race in 
1956, led the attack on Gillham’s 
bill. 


| ber better,” 
of Texas is} 


the Governor's proposal that | 


| which merely 


this | 


|to present 


“Couldn't you lay down on your 
pillow and engage in peaceful slum- 
Sadler asked Gillham, 
“with a tax on beer rather than a 


tax on poor folks goin’ to our 
schools?” 
Gillham had declared in his 


opening remarks that state univer- 
sities in Texas have the lowest tui- 
tion rates of the 43 states which 
have state universities. He an- 
nounced a complete committee 
substitute for the original bill, 
raised tuition in 18 
wholly state-supported colleges and 
universities from $25 to $50 a se- 
mester. 

The substitute proposed that the 
new rate should be for $50 for each 
resident student signed up for 
twelve semester hours of study. 
$200 a semester instead of $150 for 
non-resident students, and between 
$40 and $70 for a 12-week summer 


| session for residents. It may apply 


to more than the 18 schools in the 
first bill, but that was not clear. 

Rep. Don Kennard, Fort Worth, 
objected that it was “not quite fair” 
to members of the committee nor 
to those in attendance for Gillham 
a complete substitute, 
longer than the original bill, with- 
out making copies available to 
members. His motion to postpone 
the hearing for a week prevailed by 
a voice vote after a motion to 
table had failed, 7-6. 








YOUR LOCAL AGENT —6 











Howd 


ae 


‘N 


can are you already know the local agent for your own 


Partner! 

















union member-owned ICT Insurance Company. If you do, then you're already 
familiar with his personal service to you and your community. Perhaps you know 
him as a neighbor — even as a close friend of your family. But in case you 
don't know your ICT agent, there is a still greater reason why you should meet 
him. Not only is your ICT agent a good citizen and your friend, 

he is your partner as well. As a representative of your company, your 

ICT agent shares with you its growth, success and stability. 
His success as an ICT agent contributes to your success as an ICT 
owner-customer. It’s just good business to do business with 
yourself. If you haven't met your ICT agent, call Western Union operator 25. 


It’s time you met your partner in progress. 


The ICT insurance 


Company 


HOME OFFICE: Dallas, Texas @ BenJack Cage, President 


Owned by Union Members ¢« Building a Better America 
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